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Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms are the birthright of all human beings; their 
protection and promotion is the first responsibility of governments 

Vienna Declaration of the World Conference on Human Rights, 1993 

I am not learned in law, but I fully appreciate the importance of having the independence of 
the judiciary entrenched in the Basic Law of the Land. It is an independence I will always 
support, encourage a:nd protect. But I also believe that this is not intended to be an abstract 
independence, an independence of an aloof and detached legal fraternity suspended in mid-air 
without root or social and political context. 
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