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San José, Costa Rica, May 4, 2021. During its 141st Regular Session, the Inter-American Court
will hold a virtual public hearing to monitor implementation of the Provisional Measures adopted
on July 29, 2020, in the Case of Vélez Loor v. Panama.

The hearing will be held virtually on Thursday, May 6, 2021, from 10.15 to 11.30 a.m. (Costa
Rican time), 11.15 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. (Panamanian time). The hearing can be followed live on
the Inter-American Court’s social networks (Facebook, Twitter and YouTube).

The purpose of the hearing is to receive information from the State and observations from the
victim’s representatives and the Inter-American Commission in this regard, and also to receive
from the Panamanian Ombudsman any information he considers relevant, within his terms of
reference, in the context of the procedure of monitoring Provisional Measures in this case.

Background
In its Order on the adoption of Provisional Measures, the Court found that the requirements of

extreme gravity, urgency and the possibility of irreparable harm had been met in relation to the
situation of those persons in transit through Panamanian territory who were in the La Pefiita and


http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/comunicados/cp_29_2021_eng.pdf

Lajas Blancas Migrant Reception Centers, and prevented from moving on and continuing their
migration in the context created by the COVID-19 pandemic. Consequently, the Court decided:

1. To require the State of Panama to continue adopting all appropriate measures to provide
effective protection for the rights to health, personal integrity and life of those persons who were
in the La Penita and Lajas Blancas Migrant Reception Centers in the province of Darién.

2. To require the State of Panama to ensure access to essential health services, immediately,
effectively and without discrimination, to all those persons who are in the La Pefiita and Lajas
Blancas Migrant Reception Centers, including early detection and treatment of COVID-19.

In addition, the Court specified a series of minimum requirements, based on the
recommendations available at the time, for implementation of the necessary measures to ensure
the human rights of persons in a situation of human mobility in the context of the pandemic.
The Court also stressed that the difficulties of the current context required synergy and solidarity
between States, international organizations and civil society to provide an effective regional and
global response to the pandemic-related challenges faced by persons in a situation of human
mobility.
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This press release was produced by the Secretariat of the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights, which is the only responsible for its content.

For the latest information please visit the website of the Inter-American Court,
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/index-en.cfm, or send an email to Pablo Saavedra Alessandri,
Secretary, at corteidh@corteidh.or.cr. For press inquiries please contact Matias Ponce at
prensa@corteidh.or.cr.

You can subscribe to the information services of the Court here. You can sign up for updates
from the Court here or unsubscribe sending an email to comunicaciones@corteidh.or.cr. You
can also follow the activities of the Court on Facebook, Twitter (@CorteIDH for the Spanish
account and @IACourtHR for the English account), Instagram, Flickr, Vimeo and Soundcloud.
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