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The Association for the Prevention of Torture 
(APT) is an independent non-governmental 
organisation based in Geneva, working globally 
to prevent torture and other ill-treatment.

The APT was founded in 1977 by the Swiss 
banker and lawyer, Jean-Jacques Gautier. Since 
then the APT has become a leading organisation 
in its field. Its expertise and advice is sought 
by international organisations, governments, 
human rights institutions and other actors. 
The APT has played a key role in establishing 
international and regional standards and 
mechanisms to prevent torture, among them 
the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention 
against Torture.

Vision
The APT’s vision is a world without torture 
or any other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. To achieve this vision the 
organisation works within three integrated 
areas:

Transparency in places of detention: 
Promoting a system of visits by independent 
experts to prisons and other places where 
people are held in detention.

Effective laws and policies: Lobbying with 
governments to ratify the Optional Protocol to 
the UN Convention against Torture and other 
international and regional anti-torture treaties.

Capacity for prevention: Creating partnerships 
for prevention within countries, bringing 
governments, police services, judges and 
lawyers, national human rights institutions and 
civil society together in the fight against torture.

Status
The APT is recognised by the Swiss authorities 
as a non-profit association. The work of 
the International Secretariat in Geneva is 
supervised by an international Board, elected 
by the annual General Assembly of members 
of the Association.

Funding
The APT is funded by individual donations, 
charitable foundations, governments and 
inter-governmental agencies (which are listed 
on page 21 of this report). However, the APT 
insists on its independence with regard to 
policy, strategy and priorities.
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2011 can be qualified 
as an exceptional 
year for the APT, with 
the success of the 
first Global Forum on 
the prevention of tor-
ture, which I had the 
pleasure and honour 
to chair on 10 and 11 
November in Geneva.

This event was the result of the gradual but steady 
development of the APT around certain core val-
ues that the Forum has helped to develop:

99 Expertise: The APT is an NGO specialising in the 
prevention of torture, in line with the vision of 
its founder, Jean-Jacques Gautier, whose 100th 
anniversary we will celebrate in 2012; this spe-
cialisation is our identity and our strength and 
also requires us to remain at the forefront of 
thinking and analysis; the discussion topics of 
the Forum on the 5 years of implementation of 
the OPCAT reflect this idea.

99 Partnership: Over the years, the APT has built 
a worldwide network with a wide range of 
actors, including governmental actors, civil 
society members and representatives of in-
ternational or regional organisations, many 
of whom were present at the Forum.

99 Reflection combined with a presence on the 
ground: Through its missions, trainings and 
workshops, the APT is in contact with the reali-
ties on the ground, and can test its tools and is-
sue publications that are useful to the various 
actors. During the Forum, the thematic discus-
sions combined with the regional roundtables 

have showed the usefulness of this mingling 
between theory and practice.

99 Discreet commitment: The APT is primarily a 
professional and motivated team, discreetly 
committed to the implementation of the mis-
sion of prevention. The Forum has made it pos-
sible to lay the groundwork for a communication 
policy that complies with this principle, while 
better sharing the work done and the outcomes.

These core values are also recognised and shared 
by our donors - particularly those who made the 
holding of the Forum possible - and we would like 
to thank them sincerely for their support.

If this annual report provides a showcase for the 
Forum, which mobilised a great deal of energy, it 
also shows that the APT has maintained its com-
mitments on the ground in all the regions of the 
world: in Latin America with our Regional Office, 
but also in North Africa and in the Middle East, 
where the Arab Spring represents an unprec-
edented opportunity to advance the prevention 
of torture. The strengthening of our commitment 
with the European Union also aims at enhancing 
strategic support on this issue. The APT is also 
working on topics other than the OPCAT, as shown 
by the projects with National Human Rights Insti-
tutions in Africa and South Asia or on the role of 
judges and prosecutors in Madagascar and Nepal.

You will learn numerous other things through 
this report. I hope it will encourage you to further 
support the APT and its great team.

Martine Brunschwig Graf 
President
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“The importance of prevention in 
the context of torture, rather than 

intervention after torture has occurred, is 
evident.”

Human Rights Monitor Quarterly, 
Article on October-November 2011 CAT Session
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A year of re-focussing on quality 
partnerships

Without a doubt the priority project for the APT 
in 2011 was to bring together the main actors 
of the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention 
against Torture (OPCAT) for a two day Forum to 

check where

we are and where we want to go in the prevention 
of torture. It was a massive venture for the 
APT but it proved to be worthwhile. It not only 
provided a platform to share experiences, but 
even more important it was very motivating for 
Forum participants to confirm that we are making 
a difference within a new global prevention 
system, founded on evolving partnerships that 
have the potential to achieve a lot more. Naturally 
a special section of this annual report is therefore 
dedicated to the Forum.

At the Forum we deliberately gave the 
“platform” to OPCAT States Parties, 

National Preventive Mechanisms 
(NPMs), the Subcommittee on 

Prevention of Torture (SPT), 
NGOs and other OPCAT actors 

to show them that this is 
their process - a rather 

risky tactic for the host 
organisation if they then 

appear to be surplus to 
requirements! On the 
contrary I believe the 
Forum showed how 
a certain trust in the 
APT has enabled us 
to convince a broad 
variety of actors 

to move ahead on 
prevention and how 

they need the APT to 
advance further.

That requires the APT to not only have vision but 
also the ability to deliver the required expertise 
for involving demands in prevention work. Two 
dozen staff can’t do that on their own. Instead we 
continue to provide ideas, support, advice etc. to 
others who can do more. For example the United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights took several regional initiatives in 
2011 to promote the preventive approach, to which 
of course APT provided papers and speakers.

National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) in 
South Asia benefited from an APT facilitated 
on-line training course run together with our 
long standing partners, the APF. Cooperation 
continued with the Council of Europe in 2011 
to help NPMs in Europe to meet regularly and 
benefit from the advice of the APT, SPT and other 
experts. A three year capacity strengthening of 
African NHRIs was launched in Rabat in 2011, with 
their regional network (NANHRI).

Just as in the Forum the APT tries to also 
promote cooperation between actors without 
the APT being directly involved. For example 
when we heard that Ugandan parliamentarians, 
who we’ve been advising on criminalisation of 

Trends in 2011
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torture, wanted to meet other parliamentarians 
who had gone through that legal reform process, 
we arranged for them to meet their counterparts 
in the Philippines.

Partnerships don’t work too well unless you have 
some mutual interests and a shared desire to 
achieve more. In a two day training for all staff 
on monitoring and evaluation we learnt that 
this works a lot better if there is a good quality 
relationship with project partners in the design and 
implementation of the project. The consequence 
of that was to introduce by the end of 2011 a new 
categorisation of our projects (A, B and C) to avoid 

spreading ourselves 
too thinly, to prioritise 
our actions and invest 
more in strategic 
partnerships.

As part of our ongo-
ing interest to better 
highlight the impact 
of torture preven-
tion initiatives, we 
also designed a new 
project in 2011 which 
will be commissioned 
to specialised inde-
pendent researchers 
for a multi-year in-
vestigation with our 
partners.

We also learnt 
last year to communicate better. Following an 
external review of our communications we 
then adopted a strategy to improve our ways of 
communicating our ideas, opinions, expertise 
and news. Once again with the idea of providing 
a better service to our partners rather than the 
general public. The first evidence of our new 
communications strategy was revealed at the 
Forum, when APT got unprecedented Swiss 
media coverage, provided on-line live screening 
of the event, opened a Forum Facebook page and 
a dedicated web-page. Furthermore, a month 
later our first video clip on preventing torture in 
the MENA region “No one knows about us” was 

produced with a Lebanese partner (see MENA 
programme). This was an eye-opener for us 
on the potential for films and visual images for 
getting our messages across to a broader public. 
So much so that we decided to make improving 
communication an institutional priority in 2012.

Sometimes you need to persuade people and 
bigger institutions to enter into partnerships. 
Following some previous sporadic cooperation 
with the European Union, in 2011 we decided to 
better engage with them in Geneva, Brussels 
and the field. We believe they have an enormous 
preventive role to play. To do this we chose to 
participate more in Brussels meetings, especially 
through a network of NGO’s (HRDN, see Europe 
& Central Asia Programme). We also met more 
EU diplomats in the field to bring them “on side”. 
Such a systematic engagement strategy with the 
EU may not bring immediate results but we’re 
convinced in the long run they can become more 
effective players in prevention.

Even the design of our new offices, which was 
already half built by the end of year, will offer 
more services, including meeting and working 
space for our partners when they are in Geneva.

Finally you, the reader, are an important partner. 
Please let us know what you think of this report 
and our work in general.

Thanks for your on-going support!

Mark C.A. Thomson 
Secretary General
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In the first-ever global meeting of torture 
prevention actors, the APT organised the Global 
Forum on the Optional Protocol to the UN 
Convention against Torture: Preventing Torture, 
Upholding Dignity - from Pledges to Actions on 10-
11 November 2011 in Geneva. The Forum brought 
together over 300 experts, practitioners and 
implementers from 90 countries. This exceptional 
gathering provided a unique opportunity for 
exchanges among actors working at different 
levels and sectors – all with one objective in mind: 
seeking ways to better prevent torture and protect 
the rights of persons deprived of their liberty. The 
combination of expertise from all over the 
world made for rich interactions, 
in an atmosphere of enthusiasm, 
sharing and working together.

Time to take stock
In November 2011, five years after 
its entry into force, 61 countries had 
ratified OPCAT. A further 21 countries 
were signatories to the Treaty, with 
many more expressing interest. The time 
was right to take stock of how the OPCAT system 
for torture prevention is working in practice.

The objectives of the OPCAT Global Forum were to:
•	 Take stock of progress, results and impact of 

the OPCAT system;
•	 Identify challenges, gaps and ways forward 

in OPCAT implementation;
•	 Mobilise, via the OPCAT, a variety of potential 

actors on torture prevention;
•	 Review the role of the Subcommittee on 

Prevention of Torture (SPT) to reinforce its 
impact;

•	 Review the role of National Preventive 
Mechanisms (NPMs) to reinforce their impact;

•	 Invigorate collaboration and actions to better 
prevent torture worldwide.

Participants included the majority of States Parties 
to the OPCAT, States Signatories and NPMs, the 
SPT, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, other 
UN bodies, regional mechanisms on torture 
prevention, National Human Rights Institutions 
(NHRIs) and NGOs active in prevention of torture.

Plenary sessions, parallel thematic 
sessions and regional roundtables 
allowed for genuine debates in which 
participants could actively contribute 
with their concrete experiences. The 
regional roundtables enabled key 
actors from each of the five regions 
to sit together, in some cases 
for the first time, to discuss the 

realities on the ground and strategies 
needed to better prevent torture through the 
OPCAT in their parts of the world.

The APT had prepared specific and short briefings 
which highlighted key issues for discussion. The Fo-
rum website (www.apt.ch/opcatforum) provided 
updated information in French, English and Span-
ish and included webcasts of all main sessions.

The strengths of a movement

The Global Forum on the OPCAT re-emphasised 
the urgent need to work on the prevention 

of torture. More than ever, the risk of torture 
exists everywhere. In democratic states, national 
security commonly triumphs over human rights, 
for example in the context of the so-called “war on 
terror” and the means used to obtain confessions. 
Persisting issues such as overcrowding in prisons 
and lack of staff inevitably lead to abuses. What is 
at stake goes beyond prisons and equally concerns 
migrant or juvenile detention centres, as well as 
psychiatric institutions.

Global Forum on the OPCAT



Torture dans le monde : Abdou DIOUF déplore la pratique dans de nombreux pays

Vendredi, 11 Novembre 2011 10:29

Écrit par -------- Participant au premier forum mondial à l’occasion du 5ème

anniversaire du protocole facultatif à la convention de l’Onu

contre la torture, à Genève, le Secrétaire général de la

Francophonie, Abdou Diouf, a déploré la pratique dans de

nombreux pays.

Selon le communiqué, il a rappelé que l’application rigoureuse de

la Convention des Nations Unies de 1987 contre la torture et

autres peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradants, et

de  son Protocole  facultatif,  adopté  en 2002,  constituent  une

garantie juridique solide et un pas essentiel dans la lutte contre

la torture.  De l’avis  du patron de l’Oif,  «ce combat  est  donc

naturellement  notre  combat  :  un  combat  humaniste,

abolitionniste,  comparable,  à  cet  égard,  au combat  contre  la

peine  de  mort  qui  relève  elle  aussi  des  traitements  cruels,

inhumains et dégradants ».

A l’occasion de ce forum,  qui s’inscrit  dans le droit  fil  des engagements internationaux souscrits  par  les  Etats  et

gouvernements membres de l’Oif dans le cadre de la Déclaration de Bamako de novembre 2000, et fortement réitérés,

en octobre 2010, Abdou Diouf a annoncé que le 6e Fonds francophone d’initiatives pour la démocratie, les droits de

l’Homme et la paix qui finance des projets proposés par des Ong locales, sera, en 2012, consacré aux actions de

terrain concourant à lutter contre la torture et les traitements cruels, inhumains ou dégradants. Par cette décision et en

acceptant de parrainer ce forum, l’Oif participe concrètement à la mise en œuvre des instruments internationaux des

droits de l’Homme que les Etats membres de la Francophonie ont ratifiés, en particulier la Convention de l’Onu contre la

torture et son protocole facultatif, première convention internationale qui cherche à prévenir la torture et autres formes

de mauvais traitements en instituant un système de visites  régulières des lieux de détention.
El H. A. THIAM
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Over two days, the Forum demonstrated the 
strength of the global torture prevention 
movement. It encouraged those who took part 
to return to their work with renewed optimism 
and energy, knowing they are not alone in this 
endeavour. Most importantly, it affirmed that by 
working together, it is possible to find concrete 
solutions and ways forward to challenges 
faced in preventing torture through OPCAT. It 
emphasised the role of NPMs on the ground 

and how, if effective, NPMs could contribute to 
changes in the situation of torture and other 
forms of ill-treatment. Specific issues such as NPM 
effectiveness and the preventive approach were 
discussed amongst participants and key methods 
were identified in which torture prevention and 
the OPCAT system could be strengthened. In this 
way, the meeting reflected its title: Preventing 
Torture, Upholding Dignity: from Pledges to 
Actions.

Prevention 
in the media



“The current phase is absolutely crucial 
in terms of paving the way for the 

Optional Protocol to exert its full potential for the 
prevention of torture.”

Juan Méndez, UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, in 
his speech during the OPCAT Global Forum
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Throughout the year the APT continued to 
lobby States to issue recommendations on 
the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention Against Torture and on other torture 
prevention priorities. APT was pleased to see that 
several States accepted our advice, and pushed 
for these priorities during regular sessions of the 
Human Rights Council and its Universal Periodic 
Review process.

Engagement with UN mechanisms

In 2011, the international human rights 
mechanisms at the UN increased their activities 
in response to the brutal repression of popular 
protests and the demands for more accountable 
leadership in the Middle East. 2011 was also 
significant as it marked the end of the first 
cycle of the Universal Periodic Review. Against 
expectations, the UPR Working Group managed 
to hear Haiti’s review on the very last day, after 
having been forced to cancel the review earlier. 
As a result, the first UPR cycle closed with all 193 
States having been reviewed.

Early in the year, the APT submitted a paper to the 
OHCHR on the role of prevention in the promotion 

and protection of human rights, in 
response to the invitation issued by 
Human Rights Council Resolution 14/5. 
The APT welcomed the opportunity to 
share the insights it has gained during 
the last 30 years, and emphasised 
that prevention is first and foremost 
a process that seeks to eliminate the 
risk of violations through a holistic 
approach.

The UN Committee Against Torture 
met over two four-week sessions in 
2011 and much was achieved over the 
course of the year. APT was active 
at each of the sessions and lobbied 
experts during State Party reviews. 
The APT closely followed the election 
of five Committee members in October 
and promoted the use of transparent 
criteria in the selection of candidates. APT also 
sought to promote transparent criteria for the 
June election of the Special Rapporteur on 
the promotion and protection of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms while countering 
terrorism.

2011 marked the first session of the Committee 
on Enforced Disappearances. APT celebrated the 
appointment of the new Committee and sought 
engagement in an attempt to promote cooperation 
with other UN bodies. Because of the close 
relationship between acts of torture and enforced 
disappearances, the work of this committee will 
continue to be of interest for the APT in 2012.

Strengthening normative protection of 
torture
The APT believes that ensuring a robust 
framework of effective safeguards and remedies 
is one of the most important ways to prevent 
torture and has lobbied the Committee Against 
Torture to develop its draft General Comment on 
effective redress for all acts of torture to include 
stronger language promoting guarantees that 
such acts will never happen again.

As in previous years, the APT has advocated 
strongly at both the General Assembly and the 
Human Rights Council to promote key issues and 
support the adoption of their annual resolutions 
on torture.

UN & Legal Programme



Guards accompanying a detainee, Lebanese prison, 2011
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Featured

APT expresses its deep disappointment in President Obama's announcement yesterday that he will not veto the National Defense

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (NDAA). The legislation contains provisions that authorize the indefinite detention without trial of

persons suspected of terrorism and severely restrict the transfer or release of the men still detained at Guantanamo Bay.

President Obama's failure to veto the NDAA completely contradicts his promises to close Guantanamo and instead paves the way for

Guantanamo to stay open indefinitely.

The detainee provisions in the NDAA have been extremely controversial in the United States. On Monday, a joint House and Senate

committee approved a conference report on the NDAA. The House of Representatives has already passed the legislation and it is expected

that the Senate will pass it later today.
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99 legal Briefing “The Right of Access to Lawyers for Persons Deprived of Liberty” downloaded over 20 000 times
99 APT Jurisprudence Guide now also available in: Arabic, French, Portuguese and Spanish

« Comisión Ética contra la Tortura atendida en La
Moneda

Semilla de maldad: ¡Ya está en kioscos la nueva
edición de El Ciudadano! »
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Relator ONU sobre Tortura, Tratos Crueles e
Inhumanos visita Chile

0
Durante tres  días,  representantes
de estados y organizaciones de la
sociedad  civil  se  encuentran
reunidos  con  el  Relator  Especial
ONU sobre tortura, Juan Méndez. 
Los objetivos del encuentro están
centrados en efectuar por primera
vez una consulta regional sobre la
problemática  y  discutir  sobre  la
reparación y sanción de la tortura
en  Latinoamérica.   Además  de
analizar  medidas  que  pueden
adoptar los Estados para erradicar
la  tortura,  impulsando  mayores
avances en la materia.  

Por primera vez la Relatoría de la ONU
sobre  Tortura,  Tratos  Crueles  e
Inhumanos,  realiza  una  consulta

regional  a expertos  para discutir  iniciativas para avanzar en  la reparación  y sanción  de la tortura en
Latinoamérica,  y  Chile  fue  elegido  país  sede  de  este  encuentro  que comenzó esta  mañana con  la
presencia  del  Relator  Especial,  Juan  Méndez.   En  esta  inédita  consulta  regional,  participan
representantes de distintos países donde los relatores anteriores han hecho visitas (Uruguay, Paraguay,
Brasil, Jamaica, Colombia y México), además de otros estados invitados, tales como Bolivia, Perú y
Argentina.

Durante la mañana se revisaron las recomendaciones sobre Tortura que realizaron los relatores anteriores
de Naciones Unidas y las condiciones criminales sobre condiciones de detención y violencia sobre en los
lugares de detención.

Silvia Rivas, representante de la Asociación para la Prevención de la Tortura (APT) y directora de la
oficina para América Latina, comentó que durante el desarrollo de las jornadas se ha buscado conseguir
un  acercarcamiento  entre  el  actual  relator  y  las  organizaciones  de  la  sociedad  civil  nacionales  e
internacionales.  “La idea es dar un seguimiento a este tema, para que él se entere de cómo los estados
están implementando las recomendaciones que ya fueron publicadas formalmente a los estados”, indicó
Rivas.

A juicio de la representante de dicha Asociación, la importancia de estas jornadas dicen relación con la
realización de una reflexión global profunda sobre la erradicación de la tortura en nuestro continente.  “La
tortura es una problemática presente en todos los países de Latinoamérica y  es primordial establecer un
diálogo directo entre un organismo de las Naciones Unidas y organizaciones de la sociedad civil”, puesto
que  según  argumenta,  “uno  de  los  grandes  problemas  es  la  falta  de  articulación  con  organismos
internacionales y sociedad civil.  Hace falta fortalecer los canales de comunicación”, aclara.

Entre las expectativas que surgen desde la sociedad civil durante la realización de esta consulta regional,
se encuentran el “generar incidencia en el mandato del relator, en el  sentido de definir cuáles son los
países que va a visitar en Latinoamérica durante su mandato y cuáles son los temas que va a tratar con
más prioridad que otros”, informa Rivas.

Helena Olea,  la abogada y directora de Corporación Humanas, indicó que “los  estados pueden hacer
mucho más de lo que están haciendo.  Hasta ahora a pesar de los avances, se requiere un esfuerzo más
efectivo”, manifestó.  Para Olea “este encuentro debiera ser un hito que marque el compromiso de los
estados  para  erradicar  la  tortura  y  las  organizaciones  de  la  sociedad  civil,  para  que  puedan  tener
estrategias más efectivas en la materia”.

Por su parte José de Jesus Bilhio, asesor jurídico de la Pastoral Penitenciaria Católica de Brasil,
detalló  que después  de  las  recomendaciones  presentadas  por  los  anteriores  relatores  especiales,  “los
estados se han movilizado para el cambio y prevención de la tortura en todos los países.  Por muchos años
en los países que hubo dictadura a pesar de la apertura democrática, la tortura se ha mantenido, por esta
razón es fundamental seguir avanzando para el respeto pleno de los derechos humanos fundamentales en
la región”, declaró.

Finalmente, el relator Juan Méndez indicó que después de las visitas de sus antecesores se hace necesario
“actualizar  la  información  y  ver  qué  obstáculos  se  mantienen  para  el  cumplimiento  de  las
recomendaciones.  Esta consulta es la primera que se hace y estamos teniendo conversaciones francas y
abiertas  para analizar este tema”,  señaló.   Añadiendo luego que “espero que esto sirva para que se
compartan experiencias con organismos de Naciones Unidas, organizaciones de la sociedad civil de todo el
continente y representantes de estado, que con venir a estas reuniones están mostrando un nivel de buena
fe y la intención de cumplir con la obligación de los estados en esta materia”, concluyó.
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Missão promete ser dura com as autoridades, já que não é a 1º vez que investigação é feita

23 de junho de 2011 | 22h 28
Jamil Chade - Correspondente em Genebra - O Estado de S. Paulo

A Organização das Nações Unidas (ONU) fará a maior inspeção internacional já realizada

nas prisões brasileiras para avaliar sérias denúncias sobre o uso da tortura no País.

Segundo informações reveladas ao 'Estado' com exclusividade, a missão recebeu

evidências de ONGs e especialistas apontando para violações aos direitos humanos em

centros de detenção provisória, prisões e nas unidades que cuidam de jovens infratores

em vários Estados.

Não é a primeira vez que a tortura no Brasil é alvo de investigação na ONU e a missão

promete ser dura com as autoridades. Os locais de visita estão sendo mantidas em sigilo

para que o grupo de inspetores faça visitas de surpresa aos locais considerados críticos,

impedindo que as autoridades “preparem” as prisões e “limpem” eventuais problemas.

Também será a primeira vez que a tortura será investigada em unidades para jovens -

como a antiga Febem.

Para poder surpreender as autoridades, a viagem que ocorrerá no início do segundo

semestre tem sua agenda guardada a sete chaves. A ministra de Direitos Humanos, Maria

do Rosário, só foi informada de que a missão ocorrerá e será liderada pelo Subcomitê de

Prevenção da Tortura da ONU. Mas não recebeu nem a lista das cidades que serão

inspecionadas nem quais instituições serão visitadas. A obrigação do governo será a de

dar acesso irrestrito aos investigadores.
No total, o grupo contará com cinco especialistas internacionais. Para garantir a

confidencialidade das discussões, o documento não será publicado sem que exista

autorização do governo. A brasileira Maria Margarida Pressburger, que integra o

Subcomitê, não fará parte da análise. Ela espera que os inspetores encontrem uma

situação alarmante. “Existem locais no Brasil em que a tortura se aproxima da

mutilação.”, afirmou.

Acordos. A visita ainda tem como meta pressionar a presidente Dilma Rousseff a

ratificar os acordos da ONU para a prevenção da tortura. O Brasil assinou o

entendimento em 2007. Mas não criou programas em todo o País para treinar policiais e

evitar a prática.

A relação entre o governo brasileiro e a ONU em relação à tortura é tensa desde 2005,

quando o Comitê contra a Tortura realizou uma visita a um número limitado de lugares.

Ao escrever seu relatório, indicou-se que a tortura era " sistemática" no País. O governo

tentou convencer a ONU a apagar essa palavra e bloqueou a publicação do texto até 2007.

Em 2009, o governo comprou uma briga com o relator da ONU contra Assassinatos

ONU põe Brasil sob suspeita de tortura e visitará cadeias e unidades pa... http://www.estadao.com.br/noticia_imp.php?req=cidades,onu-poe-brasi...
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Congreso - "Abolición universal de la pena de muerte y otros tratos o penas crueles, inhumanos o degradantes” | Facultad de Derecho - Universidad de Buenos Aires
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Congreso - "A
bolición universal de la pena de muerte y

otros tratos o penas crueles, inhumanos o degradantes”

Homenaje a los Profesores Dr. Marino Barbero Santos y Dr. Elías Neuman

Organizan:

Ministerio Público de la Defensa, Defensoría General de la Nación

Ejecutado por el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto de la República Argentina

Financiado por la Embajada de España en Argentina -Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo AECID,

Oficina Técnica de Cooperación.

Lugar: Facultad de Derecho – Universidad de Buenos Aires.

Miércoles 21 de septiembre

14 a 15 hs. Acreditaciones

15 a 15.30 hs. Acto de Apertura.

Stella Maris Martinez (Defensora General de la Nación)

Julio C. Alak (Ministro de Justicia y Derechos Humanos de la Nación)

Representante del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores Comercio Internacional y Culto.

D. José Lorenzo García Baltasar, Coordinador General de la Cooperación Española en Argentina. (AECID)

Eugenio H. Cozzi (Presidente del Colegio Público de Abogados de la Capital Federal)

Luis Cabral (Presidente de la Asociación de Magistrados y Funcionarios de la Justicia Nacional)

15.30 a 16.30 hs. Conferencia de apertura a cargo del Dr. Luis Arroyo Zapatero (Presidente de la Société Internationale de

Défense Sociale y Catedrático de la Universidad de Castilla La Mancha): “Abolición universal de la pena de muerte”.

Coordinador de mesa: André Luis Machado de Castro (Presidente de ANADEP y Coordinador General de AIDEF)

16.30 hs. Coffee Break

17 a 19 hs. Panel: Pena de muerte: el debate ético-filosófico. La proyección de este debate en los instrumentos de derechos

humanos. El rol de los tribunales internacionales en su abolición.

Cecilia Medina (Directora del Centro de Derechos Humanos de la Universidad de Chile – Ex Jueza de la Corte

Interamericana de Derechos Humanos).

María Fernanda López Puleio (Defensora Pública Oficial a cargo de la Secretaría General de Política Institucional de la

Defensoría General de la Nación)

Marta Muñoz (Profesora Ayudante de la Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, doctora europea en Derecho por dicha

universidad y miembro desde junio de 2005 del Instituto de Derecho penal europeo e internacional)

Coordinadora de mesa: Silvia Sturla (Coordinadora General del Bloque de Defensores Públicos Oficiales del

MERCOSUR)

19 hs. Presentación del libro “Pena de muerte. Fundamentos teóricos para su abolición” de Ediciones Didot, a cargo de la Dra.

Stella Maris Martínez, Luis Arroyo Zapatero, Gabriel Ignacio Anitua y María Verónica Yamamoto.

Jueves 22 de septiembre

9.30 a 10.30 hs. Conferencia a cargo de la Prof. Sandra Babcock (Profesora de la Universidad de Northwestern-Chicago):

“Estrategias de litigio en casos de pena de muerte”.

Coordinador de mesa: José Saez Capel (Juez de Cámara de la Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires)

10.30 a 11 hs. Coffee Break

11.30 a 13.30 hs. Panel: La tortura y los malos tratos en las instituciones de encierro. La implementación de los mecanismos de

prevención previstos en el Protocolo Facultativo.

Paula Litvatchky (Directora del Programa Justicia Democrática del Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales - CELS)

Sylvia Dias (Directora para América Latina de la Asociación para la Prevención de la Tortura).

Remo Gerardo Carlotto (Diputado Nacional por la Provincia de Buenos Aires)

Pablo Salinas (Abogado representante de los peticionarios en el caso “Penitenciaria de Mendoza” ante la CIDH)

Coordinador de mesa: Asociación de Magistrados y Funcionarios de la Justicia Nacional

13.30 a 15 hs. Almuerzo libre.

15 a 17 hs. Panel: Prisiones perpetuas: ¿penas de muerte encubiertas? La inconstitucionalidad de la reincidencia.

Mario Juliano (Juez - Presidente de la Asociación Pensamiento Penal)

Gustavo Vitale (Defensor Público - Profesor Titular de la Universidad Nacional del Comahue)

Luis Niño (Juez - Profesor Titular de la Facultad de Derecho – UBA)

Stefano Manacorda (Profesor de Derecho Penal de la Facultad de Jurisprudencia de Nápoles)

Coordinador de mesa: Carlos Flores (Defensor Público de la República del Paraguay)
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Policy adopted by the Council of the Assembly on 9 June 2011

Action against torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment is a key focus in the ICRC's work on behalf of persons

deprived of their liberty.

On the basis of its profound conviction that such practices are absolutely unacceptable, the ICRC implements a global

response the primary objective of which is to ensure protection and assistance for victims and contribute to their

rehabilitation, and help to establish and/or strengthen a normative, institutional and ethical environment conducive to the

prevention of this phenomenon.

Accordingly, the ICRC relies on its own experience, on its in-depth knowledge of this practice, on its privileged access

to victims and on its confidential bilateral dialogue with the authorities and other actors. It also knows that it can rely on

the normative, institutional and ethical developments that have taken place in recent years with regard to these issues.

Aware of the immense challenge that action against torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment represents and

of its importance for present and future victims and for their families, communities and societies, the ICRC seeks to

reaffirm clearly and publicly the scope and depth of its commitment to its work in this sphere.

30-06-2011 Article, International Review of the Red Cross, No. 882

Preamble

Document printed from the web site of the ICRC

/eng/index.jsp

©  International Committee of the Red Cross

Last update: 20-02-12

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) policy on torture and ... http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/article/review-2011/irrc...
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Lalitpur : The National Human

Rights Commission has received

a shot in the arm by retaining

its “A” status in its accreditation

w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Coordination Committee (ICC)

of the National Human Rights

Institutions (NHRIs), Geneva.

Following the decision of Sub-

Committee on Accreditation

(SCA) of ICC to confer this

recognition to NHRC, SCA has

lauded NHRC’s “past advocacy

efforts” and readiness to

i m p l e m e n t  e a r l i e r

recommendat ions .  Also ,

considering its crucial role in

monitoring human rights issues

in Nepal's ongoing transition to

peace, the ICC recommendation

has indicated that it is satisfied

with NHRC's efforts to address

the concerns.

An endorsement of the ICC

bureau, a higher authority, will

formally recognize the re-

accreditation, the letter sent by

the  Sub -Commi t t ee  on

Accreditation (SCA) of ICC to

t h e  N H R C  r e a d s .

At a meeting held in Geneva a

few weeks ago, the ICC of

NHRIs recognized the NHRC

as an ‘A’ status human rights

watchdog for a period of five

years, taking into account its

independence and effectiveness

in protecting human rights,

NHRC Spokesperson  Gauri

Pradhan unvei led at  an

interaction with rights activists

in the  capital.

‘The SCA of ICC decision has

enthused us to move ahead more

confidently at this critical time,’

said Member Pradhan, who

attended the meeting of SCA of

ICC in Geneva. ‘The re-

accreditation has enhanced the

credibility of the institution and

recognized its independent status.’

Meanwhile, the ICC had asked

Nepal to amend the NHRC-bill

to ensure its financial and

operational independence in line

with the Paris Principles and

Geneva observations. Also, it

has also asked the Commission

to continue its collaboration with

the OHCHR and Asia Pacific

Forum of NHRIs for the

endorsement of NHRC-Bill

which has been languishing in

the House of Parliament for

quite sometime now.

Criminalizing of Torture: Rights Bodies

underscore Rationale

Continues on page 1

NHRC Retains ‘A’ Status

Sub-Committee on Accreditation of ICC Lauds NHRC Efforts

The re-accreditation has enhanced

the credibility of the institution and

recognized its independent status

Lalitpur : NHRC Chairperson

Justice Kedar Nath Upadhyay

has said that torture is the by-

product of our ill-culture and

this beastly act prevails

everywhere in the world.

Speaking at a programme

organized jointly by National

Human Rights Commission

(NHRC), National Women's

Commission (NWC), National

Dalit Commission (NDC) and

other rights watchdogs to mark

the International Day against

Torture recognized by the UN,

the Chairperson said, ‘Since the

Interim Constitution of Nepal-

2007 has made the rights against

torture as the fundamental

rights, we got to see how honest

the state is towards fulfilling

the commitment expressed

on  Conven t ion  aga ins t

Torture (CAT).’

‘It is also time to think about the

mental torture perpetrated by the

armed outfits over ransom issue

in the Terai. The Ghairperson

also stressed that the Govt has

to make effective monitoring

mechanism to look into such

crimes that inflict torture – be it

in the detention or elsewhere.’

The Chairperson has suggested

that the functional code be

devised in line with the spirit of

CAT to which Nepal became a

party on May 27, 1991.

‘The Commission has been

doing its utmost to draw the

attention of the concerned

towards criminalizing torture.

However, unless the stable

government accountable to

Chairperson Upadhyay and Attorney Gneral Dr. Yuva Raj Sangraula

among others during the Programme held on “Criminalizing of Torture”

... unless the stable government

accountable to citizens with the capacity

to bring the perpetrators to justice is

formed, ill practice of torture will remain

deep rooted

National Human Rights Commission of Nepal
Harihar Bhawan, Lalitpur, Nepal

June 2011
Issue 12
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RIZWANA SHEIK UMARThe Independent Police Investigative Directorate

(IPID) legislation will compel SAPS and metro police

members to report all incidents relating to the

discharge of their firearms.The mandate of the Independent Complaints

Directorate (ICD) to conduct impartial investigations

of alleged criminality and misconduct by members of

the SAPS and Municipal Police Services (MPS) has

been expanded.
The legislation, which was signed into law by

President Jacob Zuma in May, seeks to sharpen the

focus of the ICD.Speaking at a discussion in Durban on investigating the discharge of official firearms, an area the ICD

had no powers to probe in the past, Deputy Police Minister, Maggie Sotyu, said the legislation would instil

greater discipline in officers.“The legislation is clear on how and when to use official firearms. Any complaint relating to the discharge

of an official firearm by any police officer will now be investigated by the ICD,” Sotyu said.

Police stations would have to keep a closer eye on incidents where an official firearm was fired. One of

the ways to do this was to conduct daily “checks and balances” of their equipment, by way of a parade

every morning, she said.ICD head of investigations, Tommy Tshabalala, said all discharges of official firearms would have to be

reported by the owner of the weapon.
The legislation gives the IPID the teeth it needs when investigating cases of deaths in police custody,

deaths as a result of police actions, rape by a police officer, whether the police officer is on or off duty,

rape of any person while in police custody and any complaint of torture or assault against a police officer

in the execution of his or her duties.
The legislation was expected to become operational in November.

rizwana.umar@inl.co.za

IOL | News for South Africa and the world

http://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/law-to-give-icd-teeth-in-police-...
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7ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE

Prevention 
in the mediaThe UN Office of Drugs and 

Crime continued the process 
of reviewing the Standard 
Minimum Rules on the 
Treatment of Prisoners. APT has 
been particularly active in this 
area, participating in expert 
meetings and lobbying States 
to ensure that any revision 
efforts considered practical 
steps of implementation for national actors, 
including National Preventive Mechanisms.

At the regional level, the Inter-American Court 
published the judgment of Teodoro Cabrera Garcia 
and Rodolfo Montiel Flores Against Mexico. The APT 
had previously prepared an amicus curiae brief 
succinctly demonstrating 
the obligation to exclude 
evidence obtained by 
torture from any criminal 
process, and was pleased 
that these arguments 
featured strongly in the 
judgment of the Court. 
This judgment by an 
influential human rights 
body reinforces the 
international prohibition 
on the use of evidence 
obtained by torture and 
will powerfully promote 
implementation of this key 
safeguard in States across 
the region and beyond.

Supporting domestic 
implementation of 
international obligations

At the national level, the APT 
continued to provide advice 
on implementation of the 
Convention Against Torture. In 
February, the APT supported 
national actors in Nepal to 
undertake a consultation on the 

torture, disappearances and fair trial-related 
provisions of the draft penal and criminal 
procedure codes. Later in the year the UN and 
Legal Programme also provided advice to better 
implement provisions of the Convention in 
Lebanon and Uganda.



Prison cell in a Lebanese detention centre, 2011

99 14 NPMs and NHRIs trained in detention monitoring in all regions
99 6 workshops 
conducted with 
civil society on all continents

8 ANNUAL REPORT 2011

Despite the ever-growing number of States joining 
the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention 
against Torture (OPCAT) and committing 
themselves to put an end to torture, outside 
scrutiny within places of deprivation of liberty is 
needed more than ever. At the same time, with an 
increasing number of mechanisms carrying out 
preventive visits, cooperation amongst them is 
a constant challenge. In March the APT, together 
with the American University in Washington D.C., 
organised a conference which gathered the main 
international and regional bodies to tackle issues 
related to collaboration and working methods. 
The APT Global Forum on the OPCAT was also an 
ideal platform to encourage better exchanges 
amongst all stakeholders.

Regional and national dimensions

The Detention Monitoring Programme contin-
ued in 2011 to deliver trainings and facilitate ex-
changes on a whole range of issues related to the 
monitoring of places of detention, including dur-
ing in-country workshops, regional seminars or 
through online advice.

Regional platforms are a perfect opportunity for 
visiting mechanisms to share their experiences. 
In Europe the APT co-organises the European 
NPM Project with the Council of Europe, aiming 
at enhancing the capacity of European national 
mechanisms. During 2011 The European NPM 
Project organised in-country workshops (called 
“on-site exchanges of experience”) and thematic 
workshops on themes like “Collecting and check-

ing information dur-
ing a visit” (Estonia), 
“Security and Dignity” 
(France) and “Vulner-
able groups in deten-
tion” (Azerbaijan). 
Experts from the Sub-
committee on the Pre-
vention of Torture and 
the European Commit-
tee for the Prevention 
of Torture were invited 
to participate in each 
activity, contributing to 
increased cooperation.

Similarly, APT – jointly 
with the Asia-Pacific 

Forum – in-
vited six Na-
tional Human 
Rights Institu-
tions (NHRIs) 
from East Asia 
to a “blended-
training” on tor-
ture prevention. 
The training con-

sisted of a five week online course and a four 
day workshop in Nepal, including a visit to deten-
tion centres in Kathmandu.

National actors, such as National Preventive 
Mechanisms (NPMs), NHRIs or civil society 
representatives, are key to the prevention of 
torture as they are the only ones potentially 
able to guarantee a daily presence “behind 
bars”. This is the reason why the APT strives to 
build capacities in many national contexts. In 
2011 the APT trained and supported a number 
of NPMs (Albania, Armenia, Costa Rica), NHRIs 
(Mauritania, Montenegro, Philippines) and 
civil society representatives (the Iraqi “Justice 
Network for Prisoners” and the Nepali NGO 
“Advocacy Forum”).

Incarcerated migrants – a worrying 
tendency

The incarceration of migrants is a more and more 
common feature in the Western world, where 
States fail to find alternatives to the detention 
of irregular migrants. These detainees -in most 
cases held in custody on an administrative basis- 

Detention Monitoring Programme



Training Seminar for the Philippine NHRI, November 2011

“We had the best time in Kathmandu 
and it was really the best workshop 

and training program I have ever participated in. 
[...] When I returned back from Kathmandu, I am 
working on a report about the training program 
[...] [with] the aim [...] to share the topics with 
other colleagues of AIHRC.”

Mohammad Hossain Nabizadeh, Senior assistant of 
monitoring and investigation unit , Ghoor provincial 

office, Afghanistan Independent Human Rights 
Commission

DETENTION AND DEPORTATION OF ZIMBABWEANS COSTLY AND DOES NOT DETER - NEW

HANDBOOK ON ALTERNATIVES TO DETENTION

in

Johannesburg, 14 July 2011. Immigration detention in South Africa and internationally is extremely expensive, can harm the health and wellbeing of those detained and has been

found to not be effective at deterring irregular migrants, including Zimbabweans. Global research spanning two years conducted by La Trobe University and the International

Detention Coalition (IDC) found cheaper alternatives that work effectively in the interests of government and the individual. Such alternatives maintain cooperation with authorities,

including during return, while maintaining health and wellbeing.

South Africa, to its credit, does not routinely detain asylum seekers and refugees, but of serious concern at the current time is the precarious situation of Zimbabweans in the

country. The moratorium on deportations to Zimbabwe, which has been in place since April 2009, will be lifted on 31 July 2011. There are an estimated 1.5 million Zimbabweans in

South Africa, of which about   150 000 are in the asylum process, and 133 000 have been documented through a special documentation process which was carried out over

2010/2011. This leaves the majority of Zimbabweans in South Africa vulnerable to this detention and deportation process.

According to IDC Regional Representative, Kaajal Ramjathan-Keogh at Lawyers for Human Rights, “There is no evidence which shows that the detention and mass removal of

Zimbabweans has been an effective migration management tool. In a pre-April 2009 period we saw the removal of hundreds of Zimbabweans each month. This is consistent with the

IDC research on Alternatives to Detention. This practice seems to have had no deterrent effect and Lawyers for Human Rights has seen the return of many of these deported

persons on a regular basis. A return to this process of mass removals is unlikely to have the desired effect of deterring irregular movements. LHR would recommend that South Africa

seriously consider alternative detention practices”.

The IDC’s international research found that alternatives to detention are reliable and work for the government, community and individuals. The research found high compliance rates

in the community, including for those facing return, when individuals are supported to explore all legal avenues. Absconding rates were as low as 1%. In addition, independent and

voluntary returns in the EU and Australia save approximately 70% compared to escorted removals.

Grant Mitchell, IDC Director, said, “There are effective, humane and cost-effective alternatives to detention that are achieving high compliance rates and cost less than

detention. These can easily be expanded for individuals subject to return and removal.” Alternatives also cost less than immigration detention. An estimated cost saving of 93% was

noted in Canada and 69% in Australia on alternatives to detention compared to regular detention costs.  

International human rights law and standards indicate that alternatives to detention should be explored first, with detention used only as a last resort. The IDC has identified good

practices from around the world, and introduces CAP, the Community Assessment and Placement model. This model identifies mechanisms currently in use which enforce

immigration law without a heavy reliance on detention, highlights effective management in the community and assists governments to make informed decisions on appropriate

placement and management. The handbook is an invitation for governments, including South Africa, to review their immigration management policies.

The IDC launched the research in Geneva in May and will visit all continents to present the CAP model to governments and civil society and apply it to the immigration detention

issues in each region. The full report as well as an introduction for policy makers is available on www.idcoalition.org (http://www.idcoalition.org) .

Contact: Grant Mitchell, IDC director, Mobile: + 61 403 194665, Email: gmitchell@idcoalition.org (mailto:gmitchell%40idcoalition.org)

Contact: Kaajal Ramjathan-Keogh, Programme Director, Refugee and Migrant Rights Programme, Lawyers for Human RightsContact: + 27 11 339 1960 / + 27 84 514 8039

The International Detention Coalition (IDC) The IDC is a coalition of over 250 non-governmental groups and individuals working in more than 50 countries. The IDC advocates for

greater respect for the human rights of detainees; this includes limiting the use of, seeking alternatives to, and using the least restrictive forms of immigration detention. The IDC

constructively engages with governments around the word on alternatives to immigration detention, particularly for children and young people, who are most affected by detention

policies. For more information visit: www.idcoalition.org (http://www.idcoalition.org)

Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) is a South African human rights NGO. LHR’s Refugee and Migrant Rights Programme has been involved in monitoring immigration detention and

the provision of legal assistance to detained migrants since 1998. LHR is the Southern African representative of the IDC and is advocating for alternatives to detention to be

employed by South Africa. www.lhr.org.za (http://www.lhr.org.za)

Detention and deportation of Zimbabweans costly and does not deter -...
http://www.lhr.org.za/news/2011/detention-and-deportation-zimbabwe...
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06-04-2011
20:37 Le gouvernement se préoccupe de l’amélioration des conditions de détention...

...dit Mohamed Abdallahi Ould Khattra [Reportage Photos].

Le commissaire aux droits de l’homme, à l’action humanitaire et en relation avec la société

civile Mohamed Abdallahi Ould Khattra a réaffirmé, mercredi matin, à Nouakchott, lors

d’un séminaire sur la prévention de la torture et des mauvais traitements, l’engagement du

gouvernement mauritanien à améliorer les conditions de détentions des personnes privées

de liberté.
Le président de la Commission Nationale des Droits de l’Homme (CNDH) Bamariam

Koita s’est réjoui, de son côté, de la volonté des pouvoirs publics de s’être ouverts aux

suggestions et recommandations en matière de respect des droits de l’Homme.

Cette ouverture, a-t-il rappelé, a conduit à la promulgation de la loi du 20 juillet 2010 qui

octroie à la Commission Nationale des Droits de l’Homme la possibilité de procéder à

des visites inopinées sur les lieux de détention et de privations des libertés.

La Mauritanie a ratifié la Convention contre la Torture mais ne l’a pas encore fait avec le Protocole facultatif à la Convention contre la Torture.

«La torture est une atteinte à la dignité humaine», a affirmé Mohamed Abdallahi Ould Khattra, tout en réitérant l’engagement du

gouvernement mauritanien à réformer sa législation nationale pour être en phase avec les standards internationaux visant la protection des

personnes privées de libertés.Le commissaire aux droits de l’homme, à l’action humanitaire et en relation avec la société civile a, en outre, assuré que la Mauritanie va

dorénavant publier régulièrement, en conformité avec les lignes directrices de Robben Island, des rapports périodiques sur les conditions de

détention des personnes privées de liberté.
L’objectif principal de ce séminaire assuré par l’Association pour la Prévention de la Torture (APT) et le Comité International de la

Croix-Rouge (CICR) est d’offrir une meilleure compréhension du concept de prévention de la torture et des standards internationaux

concernant les droits des personnes privées de liberté aux représentants de la CNDH et aux différents acteurs concernés.

Il s’agit de la police, des établissements pénitentiaires, de la Gendarmerie, du Commissariat aux droits de l’Homme et aux actions

humanitaires, des ministères de la justice et des affaires sociales et de la femme, des représentants de la société civile.

Ce séminaire vise, par ailleurs, à accroître les compétences de la Commission Nationale des Droits de l’Homme (CNDH) en termes de

prévention de la torture et des mauvais traitements à travers le monitoring des lieux de privation de liberté.

Babacar Baye Ndiaye pour Cridem

Lancer l'impression

Mauritanie : Le gouvernement se préoccupe de l’amélioration des condi...

http://www.cridem.org/imprimable.php?article=54258

1 of 4

17/02/2012 09:05

9ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE

Prevention 
in the media

are particularly vulnerable and exposed to ill-
treatment. The APT is therefore putting emphasis 
on the particular risks to which this group is 
exposed and promotes, wherever incarceration 
is already a reality, a close monitoring of their 
treatment and detention conditions. To promote 
the OPCAT as an instrument for protecting 
detained refugees, asylum seekers and migrants, 
the APT participated in regional workshops 
organised by the International Detention 
Coalition in South Africa, Lebanon and Malaysia. 
It is in this same spirit that the APT took part 
in the 8th International Human Rights Forum 
on Human Rights and Migration, organised by 

Lucerne University in Switzerland.

Mitigating the risk of sanctions

One of the greatest risks of detention monitoring 
is that the mere contact with visiting bodies 
might expose detainees to possible sanctions or 
reprisals. Such sanctions, in addition to the harm 
done to the detainees, can severely hamper 
the credibility of visiting mechanisms. Aware 
of this risk, the APT has participated in various 
events dedicated to this issue and has published 
the fourth in a series of APT Briefing papers on 
detention monitoring, entitled “Mitigating the 
risks of sanctions related to detention monitoring”, 
which includes practical advice on how to avoid 
or at least mitigate such unlawful practices.

The Detention Monitoring Programme has also 
been working on a guide on monitoring police 
stations to address the well-documented risk 
of ill treatment by the police and the ways to 
monitor these custody settings. The guide will be 
launched in 2012.



“One of the strengths of the APT is that 
it accompanies its partners all the way 

to a good implementation. It did not let us down 
half-way through the activities, but continued 
to support us. APT does not impose its ideas, 
but instead takes the time to explain why it is 
important to fight against and prevent torture. 
APT makes it possible to discuss and think 
together about activities to implement.”

Marie Solange Razanadrakoto, Director-General of 
studies & reforms, Ministry of Justice of Madagascar

Regional Consultation on the OPCAT in Africa:
99 more than 40 participants99 14 different African countries
99 African NPMs met for the first time
99 first regional gathering of CPTA, SPT and Special Rapporteur on Torture
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2011 was a year of consolidation of the positive 
dynamic generated by the Dakar regional 
conference in 2010. The Plan of Action adopted in 
Dakar has created a regional awareness of the need 
to strengthen individual and collective efforts to 
prevent torture in Africa. This consciousness has 
progressively been translated into several actions 
which reflect common directions:

•	 Focus on effective implementation of 
existing instruments such as the OPCAT and 
the Robben Island Guidelines;

•	 Strengthening cooperation and coordination 
between national, regional and international 
actors; and

•	 Adopting more comprehensive strategies on 
prevention, including the criminalisation of 
torture.

Strategic consultative meeting on the 
OPCAT in Africa

On 9 November, prior to the Global Forum, the 
APT organised a regional consultation on the 
OPCAT in Africa. The aim of the event was to build 
on the momentum of the 2010 Dakar conference 
on torture prevention in Africa and to take 
advantage of the unique occasion provided by 
the Global Forum to facilitate an in depth analysis 
on what should be done in Africa to make the 
OPCAT system work.

Thanks to a lively interaction between different 
countries and with regional and international 
actors, some urgent concerns for Africa were 
identified. These include a lack of political will 

to implement the OPCAT, structural problems of 
African NPMs, weak action of the Subcommittee 
on Prevention of Torture and a need to 
strengthen the role of civil society and to adopt a 
more inclusive victim-centred approach.

Participants of the regional consultation 
committed to strengthen their efforts in following 
some shared ways forward and to prioritise the 
establishment of inclusive national coalition 
groups that can make the link between ratification 
and effective implementation. They also decided 
to focus on the establishment of effective NPMs, 
to support existing ones through coordinated 
action and to promote SPT leadership. To promote 
more concrete and effective regional cooperation, 
the idea of setting up a regional network on the 
prevention of torture was launched.

Institutional development of regional actors

During 2011, the APT supported the development 

of a strategic plan and appropriate working 
methods for the Committee for the Prevention 
of Torture in Africa (CPTA). During a training 
workshop facilitated by the APT, CPTA members 
assessed the performance of the mechanism, its 
challenges, vision, mission, strategic objectives 
and activities. The workshop produced a draft 
three year strategic plan for the CPTA for 2012 to 
2014. It is hoped that the strategic plan will give 
more clarity to the CPTA mandate, add impetus to 
its work and improve its performance and visibility 
in the discharge of its mandate of making effective 
the prohibition and prevention of torture on the 
African continent.

“An African continent united against torture” was 
the leitmotif and the name of the declaration 
adopted by participants at the high level 
conference on the role of National Human Rights 
Institutions in the prevention of torture in Africa, 
which took place in Rabat on 7-8 September 2011. 
The meeting gathered representatives of African 
NHRIs, the Chairperson of the UN Subcommittee 

Africa Programme
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The Problem of Torture in South African Prisons

Tizina Ramagaga, Junior Researcher, Crime and Justice Programme, ISS Pretoria Office

Listeners to a popular radio station in South Africa were shocked recently when they were subjected to the

screams of an awaiting trial prisoner who was allegedly being tortured at the Pretoria Central prison. The audio

recording had been leaked to the radio station by another prisoner who claimed that six correctional service

officials had drenched the man in water before using a ‘stun’ devise to electrically shock him in an effort to get a

confession for concealing a cellphone.

The National Commissioner Tom Moyane later stated that an internal investigation would take place and that

police had opened case of assault  against  the six officials.  Systemic corruption and various abuses in South

African correctional facilities were revealed by the Jali Commission of Inquiry, which ran from 2001 to 2006. This

incident  raises questions about  whether sufficient  steps were taken to stop prison abuse.  How pervasive is

torture in prisons, who is most at risk and what can be done about it?

The Department of Correctional Services Act (No. 111 of 1998) allows for a ‘minimum degree of force’ including

the use of ‘non-lethal incapacitating devices’ which, may be used to subdue prisoners in specific instances such

as during an attempted escape. However, the Act clearly states that force may not be used for disciplinary or

any other purposes. 

The extent of  torture in prisons is unknown. The South African Judicial Inspectorate of Correctional Services

(JICS), mandated to monitor the safe custody of inmates, noted in its 2009/10 annual report, it does not have

the resources and capacity to monitor  the extent  of  the problem. Given shortcomings in the monitoring and

reporting systems, it is not clear to know how widespread violations of this nature are.

A particular shortcoming is that because torture is not legally defined in South Africa, cases of torture are often

classified as ‘assault’ or ‘attempted murder.’ It is therefore not possible to know the extent of torture occurring in

our prisons. In the recent 2011/12 Annual Performance Plan the Department of  Correctional Services (DCS)

noted that a total of 2 240 cases of assault of people in their custody were reported in 2009/10. The document

fails to state whether the perpetrators of these assaults were prison officials or other inmates.

Given that the JICS has inadequate capacity it should focus its attention on those who are most at risk of being

tortured. Recent research highlights that people awaiting trial are at a greater risk than those who have been

sentenced.  A paper  published by  the Open Society  Foundation in June 2011 titled,  Pretrial  Detention and

Torture: Why Pretrial Detainees face the Greatest Risk explains the reasons as follows:

The incentives and opportunities for torture are most prevalent during the investigation stage of the

criminal justice process.

Pre-trial detainees are entirely in the power of detaining authorities who often perceive torture and other

forms of ill-treatment as the easiest and fastest way to obtain information or extract a confession.

In South Africa, prison inmates who are awaiting trial and have not yet been sentenced by a court are referred to

as ‘remand detainees.’ Currently there are approximately 50 000 remand detainees in South African prisons

making up approximately 31% of the total prison population.

A crucial issue that this incident has raised is the lack of adherence by the South African Government to fully

implement the United Nations Convention against Torture and other Cruel and Degrading, Inhumane or Degrading

Punishment (UNCAT), which was signed in 1993 and ratified in 1998. An important part of complying with this

protocol is that South Africa passes legislation that defines and criminalises incidents of  torture. The UNCAT

defines torture as ‘any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted

on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession…when such

pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or

other person acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or

incidental to lawful sanctions.’
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Westville prison

Despite being a signatory to a number of UN

conventions against torture, SA has yet to pass

legislation that would make this practice a crime –

almost 10 years after promising it would.
Worse perhaps is that there is no consensus yet on

what constitutes torture. As a result, many incidents in

prison are falling through the cracks, with the

country’s judicial and oversight systems failing

inmates.
Bradley McCullum was so seriously abused, along

with fellow inmates, that the case went all the way to

the UN Human Rights Committee, in Geneva, which

found SA had breached the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights – to which it is a signatory – on several counts.

On Wednesday, making representations to the portfolio committee on correctional services, one civil

society organisation after another lamented the levels of torture in prisons. Lukas Muntingh, from the Civil

Society Prison Reform Initiative, said the Combating of Torture Bill had been scheduled to be tabled in the

National Assembly in September, but “it remains curiously absent from the parliamentary agenda this

term”.
Amanda Dissel, a representative of the Association for the Prevention of Torture, in Geneva, said civil

society organisations were told in 2003 that the torture bill would be adopted.

Committee chairman Vincent Smith asked the organisations and researchers making representations to

the committee to define “torture”.
“When does ‘ill treatment’ or ‘abuse’ became ‘torture’?” Muntingh said for an act to meet the definition of

torture, it would have to result in severe mental and/or physical suffering, be committed intentionally, be

committed directly by or with the consent of a public official, and result in suffering not incidental to a

lawful action.
The UN Convention Against Torture’s definition excluded pain and suffering “as a result of lawful actions”.

But, Muntingh said, the fact that something was lawful did not mean it was necessarily consistent with the

objectives of the convention.“The legal situation in SA in respect of punishment is fortunately clearer since the abolition of the death

penalty and corporal punishment.
“There are, however, other areas of state operations where force is used, that could fall in the grey area

of what is lawful and what is not – for example, whether the use of force in quelling a prison riot exceeded

the minimum threshold.”Guy Lamb, from the Institute of Security Studies, described the prevalence of electroshock equipment in

restraining prisoners and how the devices “readily lend themselves to, or have no other purpose than,

torture or other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment”.

“The electrical current not only causes severe pain – with one survivor describing it as ‘very intense

shocking pain… so intense I thought that I was actually dying’ – but can cause short and long-term

physical side effects, including urination, defecation, heartbeat irregularities and seizures,” said Lamb.
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Prevention 
in the mediafor the Prevention as well as other international 

experts from the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. The conference was part of a 
larger strategy that the APT and the Network of 
African National Human Rights Institutions has put 
in place. The three year project includes a series of 
practical capacity building and experience sharing 
activities for NHRIs aimed at reinforcing their 
capacity to deal with the most challenging issues 
related to the prevention of torture.

UNCAT domestication and implementation

The APT continued to support the adoption and 
the implementation of comprehensive national 
anti-torture legislation. In Madagascar, the APT 
conducted a training session for law enforcement 
officials and elaborated a training module on 
the prohibition and prevention of torture, to be 
integrated in the curricula of the main training 
schools for law enforcement professionals. 

A group of active participants is now working 
with the APT and the Ministry of Justice in 
order to consolidate its competence and take 
up the role of national resource persons on the 
prevention of torture.

In South Africa, the APT has continued to push 
for the adoption of the anti-torture bill by 
supporting the civil society campaign against 
torture, participating in the Section 5 Committee 
meeting and by attending a hearing organised by 
the Portfolio Committee on Correctional Services 
of the South African Parliament.

Finally, the APT facilitated the benchmark visit 
of the Uganda Parliamentary Committee on 
Legal and Affairs to the Philippines. The APT also 
provided further substantial input on the draft 
anti-torture bill and strategic advice to partners 
for its prompt adoption.



3rd prize winner of ICCPPC Art in Prison contest 2010, 
Christopher, Mexico

“[The APT visit] was not only valuable 
in terms of sound counselling, but it also 

allowed us to develop areas of reflection and 
analysis on the NPM’s work […] thanks to the 
APT we’ll now have a […] more mature vision 
and are willing to consolidate our work and the 
mandate of the mechanism.”

Participant in APT training course in Costa Rica

99 1 new State party 

(Panama)

99 1 signature 

(Venezuela)

99 1 NPM law adopted 

(Paraguay)

99 1 LPM operational 

(Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil)
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With the ratification of the OPCAT by Panama 
and the signature by Venezuela, work on OPCAT 
advanced significantly in the Americas in 2011. A new 
National Preventive Mechanism was established in 
Paraguay and the first Local Preventive Mechanism 
(LPM) started to function in the State of Rio de 
Janeiro. However, implementation processes in 
the region remains slow and there is still a need 
to establish effective monitoring mechanisms to 
prevent torture and other ill-treatment.

Advocacy for OPCAT implementation

The APT focused its work on OPCAT 
implementation by providing training to existing 
NPMs in Mexico and Costa Rica and advocating 
for the establishment of independent functioning 
NPMs. After years of stalled processes, there were 
positive developments in Argentina, Brazil and 
Paraguay, countries in which the APT has been 
engaged for years. The NPM law was adopted 
in Paraguay in April, while in September the 
House of Representatives in Argentina adopted 
the draft NPM law, which is now pending final 

approval by the Senate. In the context of a visit 
by the SPT, the Government of Brazil introduced 
a draft NPM law before Congress.

The APT, accompanied by an SPT member, carried 
out a mission to Chile in December to discuss 
with all stakeholders how the National Institute 
of Human Rights can perform the NPM function.

While progress on the national level has been slow 
in Argentina and Brazil, positive developments 
continued to take place at the local level (states 
or provinces). In Brazil, the Rio de Janeiro Local 
Preventive Mechanism started functioning 
and the APT organised, jointly with the Human 
Rights Secretariat of Rio de Janeiro, a detention 
monitoring training with members of the newly 
appointed mechanism. Other developments in 
Brazil included the adoption of an LPM law in 
the State of Paraíba. Discussions towards the 
establishment of LPMs also progressed in the 
State of São Paulo, as a direct result of APT’s 
lobbying and trainings over the last two years, in 
close partnership with local institutions (Pastoral 
Carceraria, Conectas and the Public Defenders 

Office); but also in the State of Minas Gerais, 
where the APT participated in a seminar to 
promote the designation of an LPM. In Argentina, 
the members of the Chaco LPM were designated 
and a law creating a new LPM was adopted in the 
province of Mendoza.

Increased transparency in detention places

In addition to training of preventive mechanisms, 
the APT continued to strengthen the capacity of 
other actors, including civil society, public defenders 
and public prosecutors. In Brazil, APT organised 

Americas Programme
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Reunidos em oficina, promotores de justiça monitoram locais de privação de liberdade em

São Paulo

Confira as fotos do evento
As  autoridades  dos  sistemas  prisionais  devem

garantir condições de detenção que assegurem o

respeito  aos  direitos  humanos.  Portanto,  o

monitoramento  das  condições  dos  presídios

constitui parte integral do sistema de proteção de

pessoas que se encontram privadas de liberdade.

Um elemento essencial dentro deste sistema é a

visita  regular  e  não  anunciada  aos  lugares  de

detenção  por  parte  dos  órgãos  independentes,

acompanhadas  de  relatórios  e  recomendações

para  as  autoridades,  e  de  um acompanhamento

sistemático  da  implementação  destas

recomendações.
Para avaliar a situação dos presídios paulistas, a

Escola  Superior do Ministério Público  (ESMP)  e a

Associação  para  a  Prevenção  da  Tortura  (APT)

promoveram nos dias 16, 17 e 18 de setembro a

“Oficina  Internacional  de  Monitoramento  dos

Locais  de  Privação  de  Liberdade  no  Brasil”.  O

objetivo  do  encontro,  inédito  na  história  do

Ministério Público em São Paulo, foi aprimorar as

técnicas  e  metodologias  destes  monitoramentos

como meio para a prevenção da tortura e outros

maus-tratos.  Foi  distribuído  aos  cerca  de  40

promotores  de  justiça  presentes  um  manual

prático, com a reflexão sobre os desafios e troca

de experiências.

Foram  visitados  quatro  presídios  em  São  Paulo.  Os  presos  concederam  entrevistas

espontâneas  e  fizeram  comentários  sobre  as  condições  dos  cárceres.  Entre  os  aspectos

avaliados pelos visitantes estão as medidas jurídicas e administrativas aplicadas dentro do

presídio; as condições de vida durante a detenção; as atividades internas desenvolvidas pelos

presos e o contato com o mundo externo; o acesso à assistência médica; a organização e a

gestão dos detentos e do corpo técnico das prisões e as relações entre os detentos e as

autoridades responsáveis. Os resultados das visitas foram discutidos no último dia do evento

e  serão  posteriormente  encaminhados  à  direção  da  ESMP  por  meio  de  relatório  para

conhecimento da Procuradoria Geral de Justiça.
Participaram do evento como expositores Sylvia Diniz Dias, delegada da APT no Brasil; Walter

Suntinger, membro do conselho deliberativo da APT na Áustria; Fernando Pastorelo Kfouri,

promotor de justiça assessor do Centro de Apoio Operacional Criminal (CAO Criminal); Claudia

Cesaroni,  diretora  adjunta  do  escritório  da  APT para  a  América  Latina,  e Hugo Lorenzo,

diretor do Escritório da APT para a América Latina.
Na cerimônia de abertura, o evento contou ainda

com a participação de Lourival Gomes, secretário

da administração penitenciária do Estado de São

Paulo;  Eloisa  de  Sousa  Arruda,  procuradora  de

justiça  e  diretora  da  ESMP;  e  Gianpaolo  Poggio

Smanio,  procurador de justiça  e coordenador do

CAO  Criminal.  Ministrou  a  exposição  de

Escola Superior do Ministério Público

http://www.esmp.sp.gov.br/2010/esmp_plural_de_olho_presidios.html
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Miguel Montenegro, director de CDHES, expone en el foro sobre la ratificación del convenio contra latortura en el país.

Leonor Cárdenas
Redacción Diario Co Latino
Reducir los casos de tortura evitando situaciones de riesgo, es una de las alternativas propuestas por la

Comisión de Derechos Humanos de El Salvador (CDHES) y la Asociación para la Prevención de la
Tortura (APT).

Según la representante para América Latina de APT, Sylvia Díaz, es necesario e importante que las
autoridades de gobierno creen los mecanismos para evitar casos de tortura, los cuales aseguró se práctican

en todas partes del mundo.“La tortura existe y persiste en todo el mundo, por lo tanto, es necesario crear nuevas medidas con el
enfoque de combatir la tortura a través de la prevención y de evitar situaciones que puedan generar un

riesgo mayor de tortura a las personas privadas de libertad”, manifestó Díaz.Díaz aseguró que los casos de tortura se práctican dentro de las cárceles y al momento en que se realiza el

arresto; por lo que dijo, es importante que existan grupos de control externos que monitoreen y puedan

estar presentes en los puestos policiales al momento en el que se realiza una captura.La experta de APT aseguró que en los casos de tortura también se incluyen las condiciones inhumanas a

las que son sometidos los privados de libertad.
El director de la CDHES, Miguel Montenegro, dijo que con los antecedentes históricos vividos en el país,

el Estado salvadoreño puede firmar y ratificar el Protocolo Facultativo de la Convención contra la
Tortura.

“Estamos trabajado para lograr que el Estado de una vez por todas suscriba el Protocolo y para que los

diputados de la Asamblea Legislativa, lo ratifiquen como ha sucedido con el Protocolo Facultativo del

Pacto Internacional de Derechos Económicos, Social y Culturales (PIDESC). Y lograr un compromiso

http://www.diariocolatino.com/es/20110629/nacionales/93983/Tortura...
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Solange Azevedo

“Avisei para um funcionário do hospital que eu estava surtando e que ia me cortar.

Ele me falou para esperar o turno dele acabar e passar a lâmina no pescoço”

J., ex-interno do Hospital de Custódia e Tratamento Psiquiátrico de Taubaté (SP)

Duas décadas e meia depois do fim da ditadura militar (1964-1985), o Brasil não está livre da tortura

– uma das pragas que marcaram o regime. Sevícias como pressão psicológica, choques,

espancamentos, violência sexual e assassinatos ainda fazem parte do cotidiano de delegacias,

batalhões da PM, presídios e unidades para adolescentes infratores. Nos anos de chumbo, as vítimas

preferenciais eram estudantes engajados, intelectuais e líderes políticos. Os militares se viram

obrigados a arrefecer quando as ações praticadas nos porões da repressão repercutiram no Exterior.

Atualmente, os torturadores mostram sua face mais cruel aos pobres e encarcerados. Pessoas sem

voz e com pouquíssimo acesso à Justiça. Mas tudo indica que a violência contra esses cidadãos, em

breve, também repercutirá além das fronteiras nacionais e voltará a abalar a imagem do País. Uma

delegação do Subcomitê da ONU para a Prevenção da Tortura virá ao Brasil, provavelmente em

setembro, e fará visitas-surpresa a locais de privação de liberdade. O objetivo do grupo é traçar um

Imprimir

ISTOÉ Independente - versão para impressão

http://www.istoe.com.br/reportagens/detalhePrint.htm?idReportagem=...

1 of 7

23/02/2012 16:39

Notícia publicada em 30/09/11 - 0h00 Atualizada em 31/10/11 - 12h12 Impressa em 23/02/12 - 13h53

Agência Brasil

BRASÍLIA - O governo enviará ao Congresso Nacional na próxima semana um projeto de lei que estabelece o

Sistema Nacional de Prevenção e Combate à Tortura. O sistema inclui uma comissão de peritos que poderá

inspecionar instituições como presídios, asilos, unidades de internação de jovens e instituições psiquiátricas, sem

aviso prévio.

Pela proposta, a comissão será integrada por 11 peritos, entre os quais assistentes sociais, advogados e arquitetos,

que o Congresso Nacional indicará em lista para escolha do governo federal. Após a visita desses peritos a uma

instituição, o diretor terá até 30 dias para responder às observações feitas pelo grupo.

O projeto de lei constitui ainda o Comitê Nacional de Combate à Tortura, que será formado por integrantes de

ministérios e representantes da sociedade civil.

O texto já foi assinado pela presidente Dilma Rousseff, conforme anúncio feito nesta sexta-feira pela ministra da

Secretaria de Direitos Humanos, Maria do Rosário. Para a ministra, o sistema vai auxiliar no combate à tortura no

país e também contribuir para melhorar o sistema prisional brasileiro.

- Sabemos que nossas penitenciárias, as casas prisionais, não são lugares de recuperação. O governo federal fez

importantes investimentos nas unidades federais, mas sabemos que em um sistema federativo muitas penitenciárias

deixam a desejar, situações como superlotação e violência são recorrentes nas casas prisionais. Estamos dispostos

(a fazer com) que os investimentos sejam feitos com atenção aos direitos humanos.

A ministra Maria do Rosário falou sobre o assunto após reunião com integrantes do Subcomitê sobre Prevenção e

Combate à Tortura da Organização das Nações Unidas (ONU). O grupo visitou penitenciárias no Brasil e nos

próximos meses irá entregar um relatório sobre as condições encontradas.

URL: http://glo.bo/x5wyHL

Governo anuncia programa contra tortura com fiscalização de presídios http://oglobo.globo.com/politica/governo-anuncia-programa-contra-tort...
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de cigarro pelo corpo. Indaiá recebeu uma indenização de R$ 50 mil porque o Estado reconheceu
que falhou na guarda de Vinicius, pego numa tentativa de assalto. “Não me interessa o dinheiro,
quero que os responsáveis pela morte dele sejam punidos”, sentencia Indaiá. “Sei que vai ser difícil,
mas vou lutar até o fim.”
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PODER COMUNICACIONAL DEL NORTE GRANDE DE CHILE

on 16/06/2011 by PRENSA in Derecho & Ley, Gubernamental, Internacional, Seguridad, Sociedad,

Comments Off

Twittear 2Durante  tres  días,
representantes  de  estados  y

organizaciones  de  la  sociedad
civil se encuentran reunidos con

el  Relator  Especial  ONU  sobre
tortura,  Juan  Méndez.   Los

objetivos  del  encuentro  están
centrados  en  efectuar  por

primera  vez  una  consulta
regional sobre la problemática y

discutir  sobre  la  reparación  y
sanción  de  la  tortura  en

Latinoamérica.   Además  de
analizar  medidas  que  pueden

adoptar  los  Estados  para
erradicar la tortura, impulsando mayores avances en la materia.

Por primera vez  la Relatoría de  la ONU sobre  Tortura,  Tratos  Crueles  e  Inhumanos,  realiza una

consulta regional a expertos para discutir iniciativas para avanzar en la reparación y sanción de la

tortura en Latinoamérica, y Chile fue elegido país sede de este encuentro que comenzó esta mañana

con la presencia del Relator Especial, Juan Méndez.  En esta inédita consulta regional, participan

representantes  de  distintos  países  donde  los  relatores  anteriores  han  hecho  visitas  (Uruguay,

Paraguay,  Brasil,  Jamaica,  Colombia  y  México),  además  de  otros  estados  invitados,  tales  como

Bolivia, Perú y Argentina.
Durante  la  mañana se  revisaron las  recomendaciones  sobre  Tortura  que  realizaron  los  relatores

anteriores  de  Naciones  Unidas  y  las  condiciones  criminales  sobre  condiciones  de  detención  y

violencia sobre en los lugares de detención.
Silvia Rivas, representante de la Asociación para la Prevención de la Tortura y directora de la oficina

Relator ONU sobre tortura realiza inédita consulta regional con organiz... http://diarioelnortino.cl/2011/06/16/relator-onu-sobre-tortura-realiza-i...
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Representantes de organismos de prevención de la tortura se reunieron con la Comisión de

Legislación General

Publicado: 12/10/2011 | El presidente provisorio de la Unicameral, Sergio Busso, recibió en el palacio legislativo a la

representante en Córdoba de la Procuración Penitenciaria de la Nación, Rossana Gauna.

En el encuentro estuvieron también presentes integrantes de la Comisión de Legislación General, Función Pública,

Reforma Administrativa y Descentralización; la Directora de la Asociación para la Prevención de la Tortura para

América Latina, Sylvia Dias; y el integrante del Comité de las Naciones Unidas para la Prevención de la Tortura, Emilio

Ginés.

El motivo fue poner en conocimiento la necesidad de crear un mecanismo local de prevención de la tortura, de acuerdo

al compromiso asumido por nuestro país al ratificar el protocolo facultativo de la Convención contra la tortura y otros

tratos y penas crueles, inhumanos y degradantes, en el año 2004.

La intención es apoyar y fortalecer la labor de los actores nacionales y regionales en la implementación de programas

que promuevan la íntegra aplicación de los Derechos Humanos durante la privación de la libertad, a partir de la

prevención y el trabajo mancomunado.

Dirección de Prensa - Legislatura de la Provincia de Córdoba - Dirección: Deán Funes 94 CP 5000 Córdoba capital -

Teléfonos: (0351) 4203559 – 4203492 – 4203494

E-mail: prensa@prensalegiscba.gov.ar | Powered by NetBoss Soluciones Tecnológicas. - Requiere IE 8.0 /Mozilla 3.0

/Chrome 16.0

Dirección de Prensa. Legislatura de la Provincia de Córdoba.
http://www.prensalegiscba.gov.ar/boletin/14-informacion-general/1464...
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A much needed push to eradicate torture in Latin America and the Caribbean

GENEVA / SANTIAGO DE CHILE (14 June 2011) – How to strengthen existing torture prevention and protection mechanisms
in the region? Over 40 human rights experts, policy-makers and civil society actors from Latin America and the Caribbean will
meet on 15-17 June in Santiago de Chile to push forward regional efforts to eradicate torture and ill-treatment.

“Torture and ill-treatment is a major concern in Latin America and the Caribbean region,” said United Nations Special
Rapporteur on torture, Juan Méndez, “and much remains to be done to ensure that States’ international obligations, national
policies and legislative as well as other reforms are effectively implemented to achieve the desired result: torture’s
eradication.”

This first regional expert meeting convened by the Special Rapporteur, will be attended by representatives from Government,
national human rights institutions and civil society from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Jamaica, México,
Paraguay, Perú, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The event is organized by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, with the support of the Association for the
Prevention of Torture (APT), Corporación Humanas - Centro Regional de Derechos Humanos y Justicia de Género, Conectas -
Direitos Humaos and Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS).

“Over the past decade, some promising policies, reforms and legislation have been promulgated in the region,” Mr. Méndez
noted. “However, these institutional developments and good national practices are vital and need to be further enhanced,
strengthened and replicated across the region.”

“I am hopeful that this consultation will provide a much needed push in our efforts to eradicate torture and ill-treatment in the
region,” the human rights expert said.

The regional consultation for the Americas will provided an opportunity for a variety of experts and policy makers from
different organizations and institutions, both governmental and non-governmental, and national human rights institutions from the
region, to exchange their views and experiences on achievements made, and on ways and means to overcome remaining
challenges in relation to follow-up to recommendations.

Juan E. Méndez (Argentina) was appointed by the UN Human Rights Council as the Special Rapporteur on torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment on 1 November 2010. He is independent from any government and serves in
his individual capacity. Mr. Méndez has dedicated his legal career to the defense of human rights, and has a long and
distinguished record of advocacy throughout the Americas. He is currently a Professor of Law at the American University –
Washington College of Law, as well as an advisor on crime prevention to the Prosecutor, International Criminal Court and
Co-Chair of the Human Rights Institute of the International Bar Association. Mr. Méndez has previously served as the President
of the International Center for Transnational Justice (ICTJ) in 2009, and was the UN Secretary-General Special Advisor on the
Prevention of Genocide from 2004 to 2007.

Please note that the “Regional Consultation for the Americas with the Special Rapporteur on torture, Juan Méndez” will take
place in Santiago, Chile from 15-17 June 2011.

Learn more about the mandate and work of the Special Rapporteur: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/torture/rapporteur
/index.htm

Check the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment: http://www2.ohchr.org
/english/law/cat.htm

For more information and media requests, please contact Mr. Tsatsu Dawson (Tel: +41 794 445 188 / email:
tdawson@ohchr.org) and Ms. Sonia Cronin (Tel.: +41 22 917 9160 / email: scronin@ohchr.org) or write to
sr-torture@ohchr.org.

UN Human Rights, follow us on social media:
http://www.facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights
https://twitter.com/unrightswire

DisplayNews http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News...
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Prevention 
in the mediadetention monitoring trainings in the States of 

Minais Gerais, Pernambuco and São Paulo. As a 
result, the Public Defenders’ Office is considering 
designating a specialised interdisciplinary unit to 
carry out preventive visits to places of detention 
throughout the State of São Paulo.

In Argentina, the APT trained public defenders 
in Buenos Aires, and took part in a detention 
monitoring training of the Prison Ombudsman’s 
Office in the province of Córdoba. The APT also 
greatly contributed to guaranteeing access to places 
of detention for public defenders of the province 
of Neuquén, where access had been denied for 
years. An official letter to the Supreme Court of 
the province resulted in a resolution to allow free 
access, without any limitation or restriction.

Building bridges among torture prevention 
actors

The APT worked with a wide range of actors 
to strengthen the 
prevention of torture. 
It provided support to 
the UN Subcommittee 
on the Prevention 
of Torture (SPT), in 
preparation for a visit 
to Brazil in September. 
During this visit, the 
APT participated, jointly 
with two SPT members, 
in a high-level seminar 
convened by the Human 
Rights Commission of 

the Rio de Janeiro state parliament to gather 
support for the LPM and ensure that it is granted 
sufficient funding. The APT also facilitated 
exchanges between SPT members, NPMs and 
civil society organisations on the occasion of its 
Global Forum held in Geneva in November.

At the regional level, the APT participated in the 
OHCHR regional consultations in Chile on the 
implementation of the Special Rapporteur on 
Torture’s recommendations in Latin America. The 
APT also took part in a meeting in Washington 
D.C. on how to strengthen cooperation between 
international and regional mechanisms against 
torture. The APT successfully advocated for the 
incorporation of OPCAT implementation as a 
priority for the new Institute on Public Policies 
on Human Rights of the MERCOSUR, and for the 
adoption of a resolution by the Human Rights 
Commission of the Latin American parliament, 
which called on all states to ratify OPCAT.



The APT facilitated the “First National Dialogue on Torture Prevention”, which took place in the Maldives in July 2011
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OPCAT ratification remains low in the Asia-Pacific 
region. During 2011, the APT continued to be 
active in some key target countries, in the hope 
that progress there could lead to a domino effect.

APT continued its cooperation with National 
Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) and their 
regional network. Processes of legal reform, and 
in particular consultations regarding criminalising 
torture, are also contributing to the slow but 
steady progress of torture prevention in the 
region.

Critical mass of OPCAT ratifications

With three ratifications (Cambodia, Maldives, 
New Zealand) and two signatories (Australia, 
Timor Leste), the Asia-Pacific region remains 

underrepresented in terms of OPCAT 
implementation globally. In 2011, the APT 
continued to actively advocate for ratification in 
two key countries in the region - the Philippines 
and Australia. In the Philippines, the ratification 
bill was transmitted to the Senate in January 2011. 
The APT’s Global Forum on OPCAT in November 
gave new impetus to the Senate debates and 
the ratification bill was approved by Committee 
of Foreign Affairs in December 2011. However, 
deputies included in the bill the possibility 
of temporarily excluding the mandate of the 
Subcommittee on the prevention of torture 
(SPT). This would be the first time that the opting 
out clause (according to Article 24 of the OPCAT) 
would be used to exclude the international 

component of the OPCAT system. It is hoped that 
the Philippines will ratify in 2012.

In Australia, which signed the OPCAT in May 
2009, there are specific challenges for OPCAT 
implementation posed by the federal structure 
of the State. Internal discussions on possible 
NPM options have started between the Federal 
authority and the States and Territories. 
They included consultations with a range 
of stakeholders. The APT participated in a 
video conference convened by the Attorney 
General’s Department to discuss challenges 
to OPCAT implementation with authorities at 
different levels and with the participation of the 
Chairperson of the SPT.

In the Maldives – the first State party in the 
region (2007) – the APT was actively involved in 
OPCAT implementation and in ongoing support 
to the NPM. In July 2011, the first ever “National 
Dialogue on Torture Prevention” was held, 
placing the Maldives at the forefront of OPCAT 
implementation efforts. This event, facilitated 
by the APT, brought together representatives of 
authorities -in particular the Ministry of Interior, 
but also directors of places of detention- with 
the NPM and a representative of the SPT. All 
actors agreed on the importance of cooperative 
dialogue and, as a direct result of the event, 
OPCAT focal points were designated within 
relevant ministries.

Much needs to be done to reach a critical mass 
of States Parties in Asia-Pacific. During APT’s 
OPCAT Global Forum, the regional round-table 

Asia-Pacific Programme



“There have … been many advances, 
most notably a dramatic reduction in 

the incidence of torture, partly as a result of the 
setting-up of the National Preventive Mechanism 
within the Human Rights Commission of 
Maldives.”
Navi Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights to 

the UN, visited the Maldives in 2011
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The IDC, together with the Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network (APRRN) ran the Asia Pacific Regional

Immigration Detention Working Group (IDWG) Workshop in Kuala Lumpur in late November, with

approximately 50 participants from 18 countries. The workshops aimed to enhance collaboration, capacity

and work on immigration detention in the region and to further expand implementing regional and national

action plans.

Training included detention monitoring by the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) and

working in places of immigration detention by Australian based agency, the Victorian Foundation for the

Survivors of Torture (otherwise known as Foundation House).
Participants then worked within their sub-regions to explore target messages, tactics and actions

throughout the workshop, including groups from East, South and South East Asia. Discussions were

vibrant, and strong ideas emerged on how to enhance opportunities to further release options for

vulnerable groups, alternatives to detention, particularly on children in detention, and enhancing access

and monitoring.
A workshop report will be completed this month, and a regional press release was issued during the

workshop calling on governments to end the detention of children and commit to a number of detention

pledges at next week’s high level ministerial meeting in Geneva to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the

Convention. Click here to download.Thanks to all who attended for their enthusiastic involvement and support, and especially thanks to our

friends at APRRN, and also our Malaysian members, for all their work on the workshop.

All for now,Best
Grant

Asia Pacific: Successful Immigration Detention Workshop held in Mala... http://idcoalition.org/successful-idc-immigration-detention-workshop-i...
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NHRC Worries over Soaring

Culture of Impunity

Kathmandu: Gokarna Bista

of CPN (UML) nominated as

the Energy Minister was

attacked by unidentified

assailants in Katmandu,

Nepal on Tuesday, April 12,

2011 who is now undergoing

treatment at Monmohan

Memorial Hospital situated

at Sorahkhutte as per the

newspaper sources. The

NHRC team consisting of

C o m m i s s i o n e r  G a u r i

Pradhan, Director Bed Prasad

Bhattarai, Human Rights

officer duo Bhanubhakta

A c h a r y a  a n d  R e g a m

Maharjan carried out the

monitoring on the health

condition of injured Bista.

During the monitoring, it was

learnt that Mr. Bista was fatally

attacked outside his house just

hours after he was appointed

to his new position on April

11, 2011. He was on his way at

Sorahkhutte at night when the

assailants attempted to block

his way. As he was about to

go forward one of the

assailants shouted to attack

him with a sharp weapon. He

has sustained severe injury on

his head and arm. While the

police investigation is on, the

health condition of Mr. Bista

is found to be normal and

absolutely out of danger

according to his wife Pratima.

The incident as such shows

that the security situation in

the country is in a very piteous

condition.

Lalitpur: The United Nations

Deputy High Commissioner

for Human Rights Kyung-

wha Kang on her three-day

visit to Nepal to review

human rights situation called

on the NHRC Office bearers

on April 19, 2011.

Speaking at the meeting held

with the NHRC office

bearers, Ms Kang pledged

support to ensure NHRC as

a u t o n o m o u s  a n d

independent body at par

with the Paris Principles

adopted by the UN General

Assembly. She expressed her

commitment that OHCHR

would extend its optimum

support towards the NHRC

Bill under consideration in

Legislature Parliament that

would pave the way for the

Commission to work as an

independent body.

Addressing the programme,

NHRC Chairperson Justice

Kedar Nath Upadhyay said

that at a time when the entire

peace process and statute

draft ing have become

uncertain, OHCHR and

NHRC have been jointly

working to institutionalize

human rights in the country.

The Chairperson further

added that the Commission

is having challenging time at

the moment and would have

more of this in forthcoming

days as well. ‘We do have

host of internal problems.

Crippling staff management

a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l

independence are a few to

mention. We wanted to

retain our staff because they

have been contributing their

services right from the

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e

Commission. While on the

other hand, we have been

exercising on the concern that

the Commission to be treated

in compliance with the Paris

Principle, but sadly, the

Government keeps different

perspective in this regard’

informed the Chairperson.

The Chairperson at the same

time said that the support

and cooperation extended by

the OHCHR has been crucial

at all times. ‘We are positive

in havingcommon strategy

to execute the work related

to the issues of Human

Rights through joint effort’,

the Chairperson assured.

UN Dy. High Commissioner

Pledges Support for

NHRC’s Autonomy Kailali: A Regional level

Workshop on Torture

Prevention was conducted by

NHRC regional  off ice,

D h a n g a d h i  i n

Mahendranagar, Kanchanpur

on March 23 - 24, 2011. The

inaugural function of the

workshop was chaired by the

Chief Justice Durga Prasad

Upreti of Mahendranagar

appellate court. Honorable

judges duo Dilliraj Acharya

and Baburam Regmi of

Mahendranagar Appellate

Court, district judge of

Kanchanpur-Bhojraj Sharma,

Superintendent of Police of

Kanchanpur district police

office Pawan Kumar Kharel

delivered the inaugural

speeches at the programme.

The two-day long workshop

programme was attended by

the representatives of the law

enforcement agencies of the

Government of Nepal,

judiciary and Quasi judiciary

bodies ,  human r ights

activists, representatives of

Nepal Bar Association,

Officials of Nepal Police,

Officials of Armed Police

Force, Officials of Forest

O f f i c e ,  J a i l o r ,  l e g a l

professionals among others.

The participants hailed from

Baitadi, Doti, Dadeldhura,

Achcham, Kai lal i  and

Kanchanpur district. During

the workshop programme,

various resource persons

facilitated the training with

regard to the impact and

identification of torture in

line with the international

legal provision, practice,

responsibilities and the role

of the stakeholders and

national and international

legal provisions.

Continues on page 3

Continues on page 7

We are positive in having

common strategy to execute the

work related to the issues of Human

Rights through joint effort

UN Deputy High Commissioner  Kyung-wha Kang and NHRC

Chairperson Upadhyay among others in the meeting held at NHRC

Role of Stakeholders Stressed

on Torture Prevention

Participants in the workshop held

in Kailali

The Drum on ABC News 24

3 0  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 1

PHIL LYNCH
Conditions of detention inAustralia have been in the newsfor all the wrong reasonsrecently.

In April, an independent report tabled in Western Australia's parliament described

prison conditions in that state as "degrading, intolerable and inhumane".

Recent reports from Victoria's Ombudsman have been similarly critical, variously

describing conditions in youth detention facilities, police cells and the Melbourne

Custody Centre as "appalling", "disgraceful" and incompatible with basic human rights.

Inhumane conditions of detention are not confined to correctional facilities. Nor are

they confined to the mandatory immigration detention facilities so infamously

described by Australian of the Year Professor Patrick McGorry as "factories for mental

illness" and by the Australian Medical Association as "a form of child abuse".

Inhumane conditions also persist in many mental health and disability services. Indeed,

investigations reported in The Age newspaper over the last two months have revealed

the deaths of at least 36 people in Victorian psychiatric wards in the last three years,

together with widespread allegations of physical and sexual abuse of patients.

This is just a snapshot of the developments that make Australia's implementation of the

UN's Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Ill-Treatment so

imperative, and the two-year delay in ratifying that treaty since Australia signed it in

2009 so galling.
The Optional Protocol is an international treaty which aims to prevent ill treatment and

promote humane conditions by establishing systems for independent monitoring and

inspection of all places of detention.It is not only in the interests of persons deprived of liberty, but also the broader

community, that all places of detention – whether prisons, psychiatric hospitals, police

cells or disability facilities – promote rehabilitation and reintegration and that all

detainees are treated with basic dignity and respect. Independent inspections and

oversight are critical in this regard.At the national level, the Optional Protocol requires that countries establish what is

Detention conditions: degrading, intolerable and inhumane - The Drum ...
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3702620.html
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99 73 people trained 

on detention 

monitoring

99 20 judges and 

civil society 

representatives 

trained on torture
 

prevention
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Prevention 
in the media

highlighted the need for further campaigning in 
the region to explain the specificities of the OPCAT 
and defuse some persisting misconceptions 
about the preventive nature of the treaty and the 
role of the SPT.

Support processes of legal reform

In 2011, legal reform and in particular 
criminalisation of torture was at the core of 
the activities in Nepal. Together with national 
partners -the National Judicial Academy and 
the NGO Advocacy Forum- the APT facilitated a 
consultation on provisions in the draft criminal 
code and criminal procedure code relating to 
torture, disappearances and fair trial. Later in the 
year, the APT supported a conference organised 
by the National Human Rights Commission to 
review progress made in this area of legal reform.

The process of legal reform is continuing in 
Thailand, following the successful consultation 
organised by the APT and its partners, 
the Ministry of Justice of Thailand and the 
International Commission of Jurists, in December 
2010. Meetings with representatives of the Thai 

government were held in March and September 
2011 to maintain the momentum. In a positive 
development, both Thailand and Nepal accepted 
recommendations during the UN Universal 
Periodic Review this year to criminalise torture.

Strengthened capacity of key actors

In the Asia-Pacific region, NHRIs play a key role 
in bridging the international human rights 
obligations and domestic implementation. The 
APT has a long history of partnership with the 
regional network of NHRIs -the Asia Pacific 
Forum- and was able to participate in its annual 
conference in Bangkok. As in 2010, APT and APF 
carried out a joint sub-regional blended learning 
on torture prevention. This year, 26 staff of NHRIs 
from South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka) participated in an 
online course on torture prevention followed by 
a face-to-face workshop in Nepal (see Detention 
Monitoring Programme).

The APT was also able to follow-up the previous 
sub-regional blended learning for South-East 
Asia (2010), with a detention monitoring train-

ing for the staff of 
the Commission on 
Human Rights of 
the Philippines. This 
training enabled 
the Commission to 
start implementing 
its action plan to 
carry out preven-
tive monitoring.



“I learned a lot and made many 
useful new contacts. I’ve returned to 

London full of enthusiasm for work on OPCAT 
and rolling out implementation of our new 
torture prevention strategy.”

Torture Prevention Desk Officer, Human 
Rights and Democracy Department, Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office, UK

Prison grounds, Poland
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Europe and Central Asia continued to be the 
dominant region for the ratification of the 
Optional Protocol to the UN Convention against 
Torture (OPCAT). While just three new countries 
ratified the instrument in 2011, nearly half of 
all global ratifications could still be found in 
the region. Two countries formally designated 
their National Preventive Mechanisms (NPMs) 
in the year, bringing the regional total to 23 
institutions. Despite this progress, noticeable 
gaps and challenges in relation to establishing 
and designating NPMs still exist.

The OPCAT inevitably remained a key focus for the 
APT in the region both in 
respect to the ratification 
and the putting in place 
of effective NPMs. The 
APT was for example 
heavily involved as the 
Implementing Partner in 
the Council of Europe / 
European Commission’s 
European NPM Project.

Towards OPCAT implementation in Turkey

The APT’s focus on effective OPCAT 
implementation in Turkey continued throughout 
2011, for the purposes of which three missions 
were undertaken to the country in July, 
September and November. The ratification by 
Turkey of the OPCAT on 27  September was an 
important turning-point in the year, after which 
national discussions on possible implementation 
appeared to accelerate.

On 3 November the APT and its partners, Human 
Rights Centre of Ankara University and the 
Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, convened a 
high-profile experts’ meeting, attended also by 
the Chairperson of the SPT, at Ankara University 
to discuss this key issue. During the meeting 
particular criticism was levelled at a government 
draft initiative to create an NHRI which would also 
act as the country’s NPM. Despite the criticism, 
the exchange still represented a moment 
of constructive dialogue between various 
disparate actors, including from government 
and civil society. Shortly after the experts’ 

meeting, the government 
took the decision not to 
further proceed with the 
NHRI draft law and to 
implement the OPCAT by 
other means.

The experts meeting and 
the two other missions to 
Turkey took place in the 

context of a three-year Eu-
ropean Commission funded tor-

ture prevention project. The latter came to a close 
at the end of 2011.

Supporting NPMs in the Balkans

The APT undertook and participated in various 
OPCAT related activities in the wider Balkan 
region in 2011, involving a total of five visits 
to Albania, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia. 
Several of these missions aimed at ensuring the 
effective functioning of NPMs.

Europe and Central Asia Programme
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Preventing Torture, Upholding Dignity: from Pledges to

Actions
21.11.11 | Denys KobzinOn November 10-11th, 2011 the global Forum of the Association for Prevention of Torture

“Preventing Torture, Upholding Dignity: from Pledges to Actions” held in Geneva. Kharkiv

Institute for Social Researches represented Ukrainian experience in this sphere due to

invitation of event arranging committee. We should thank the organizers of the Forum and

highly appreciate the enormous work, which they have done, gathering over 300 participants

from all over the world. Organizers of the Forum have successfully solved all logistical issues

and allowed participants to meet, to speak out and to discuss issues about visiting of

custodial institutions.
The leitmotif of many presentations was the indication on the financing gaps for activity of

NPM, as well as the activities of CPT and SPT. In addition, several speakers raised the

issue of special bodies’ establishment, which powers would include the evaluation of existing

commissions for visiting custodial places. In the same time there was not any discussion

about what strategies of influence exist for states that do not follow the recommendations of

the NPM and of international commissions of visiting.
As experience of many countries, which representatives spoke out at Forum, the ratification

of the Optional Protocol and even establishing of NPM are not the guarantee of regular and

independent visits to places of non-liberty. Thus, current NPM in Switzerland includes

employees or former employees of state bodies (police, rosecutor’s office, Ministry of

Justice), and NPM which have been claimed in Armenia, Moldova and some Latin American

countries do not fulfill regularly visiting activity (because of organizational or financial

issues). In the same time it should be remembered about the British experience, where

visiting a lot of places of non-liberty were carried out even long before developing the

Convention and Optional Protocol.The charismatic presentation by representative of NPM in France monsieur Delarue should

be noted separately. Thanks to him discussion was able to rise to absolutely new level, going

to philosophical understanding of the role of preventive mechanisms in contemporary society

which is torn between desire for more control and human rights protection.

Inara Aldybaeva’s presentation was also interesting. She represented experience of NPM

establishment in Kazakhstan, where the Ministry of Justice does not seek to consider the

opinions of non-governmental organizations and establishes the NPM through introduction of

powers of its members to the Criminal Procedure Code and the Executive Code. At first

sight, it would seem as reasonable initiative, but in fact, it significantly reduces the powers of

members of the public monitoring commissions in penal institutions, which had before the

right to visit, but also carried a lot of other, equally important work.

Some speakers had focused on the debate about whether NPMs should have functions and

authorities to investigate cases of ill-treatment and torture, and some emphasized on the

need for greater attention to vulnerable groups (AIDS, drug abusers, and representatives of

LGBT).

Unfortunately, representatives of Ukrainian governmental bodies had not found it possible to

visit the Forum. They would be able not only be enriched by new experience, but also to

observe examples of effective and open cooperation between governmental officials and

NGOs from different countries within the programs combating torture and ill-treatment.

Preventing Torture, Upholding Dignity: from Pledges to Actions :: www...
http://khisr.kharkov.ua/en/index.php?id=1321868958
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December 6, 2011

You wouldn’t expect an international meeting on torture prevention to be a happy occasion

but November’s  global forum on the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture

had the feel of a large and joyous family gathering. Given that the Optional Protocol is still

in its youth, the atmosphere was more one of Barmitzvah than wedding, but a happy

occasion nevertheless.

I’ve been fortunate to be involved with the Optional Protocol (or OPCAT to those in the

torture prevention business) since my first days in Geneva. When I arrived in 2002, the

protocol had been stuck in international negotiations for decades and had the lowly title of

the Draft Optional Protocol. The draft became a proper Optional Protocol that year after

passing through the now defunct Commission on Human rights and the UN General

Assembly after hard fought votes.

Since then it has been ratified by over 60 countries and the list is growing all the time.  The

basic idea is that one of the most effective ways to prevent torture and other ill treatment

is by having international and national bodies being able to visit all places of detention, and

then share their findings privately with the states so that they can improve the situation. All

countries, without fail, need to improve conditions in detention, but  States are often

unwilling to discuss the fact that torture or ill treatment may be occurring because of the

public criticisms which follows from these human rights violations. The beauty of the

OPCAT is that it is aimed at helping States to improve  conditions in detention in their own

countries without fear of public criticism either nationally or internationally. As a result

States are showing that they are increasingly willing to engage with international and

national mechanisms to prevent torture.

The Global Forum was a chance to take stock about just how far things have moved

forward and for those working on torture at the national level to share their experiences. It

made for a fascinating meeting, quite unlike the majority of international gatherings I’ve sat

through over the years. Most press reports about torture in recent years have given the

impression of a worrying regression in global standards but it is clear that there have been

big strides forward in many countries.  OPCAT ratification is gathering pace in all regions. 

Perhaps the most interesting recent developments have been in the Middle East.

Lebanon, to its great credit, has already ratified and Tunisia also joined up soon after

Ben-Ali’s departure this year.  A total of 37 countries have established bodies to

investigate places of detention in their countries (known as National Preventive

Mechanisms to those in the trade) and the number is growing steadily.

The international Sub-Committee on Prevention of Torture set up under the OPCAT

expanded to a membership of 25 this year and now has a decent spread of experts from

all regions. The current President (Malcolm Evans from the UK) seems to be doing an

excellent job in making the most of the Sub-Committee’s very scarce resources.

FCO Blogs > Bob Last > Celebrating Torture PreventionCelebrating Torture Prevention - Bob Last
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

OSCE Centre in Astana

PRESS RELEASE

Русский

ASTANA, 23 November 2011 – The future of Kazakhstan’s penal system was the focus of an OSCE-supported

conference in Astana today.

The conference provided an opportunity for the government and non-governmental stakeholders to evaluate the state

of affairs and provide recommendations with respect to ongoing reforms of Kazakhstan’s penitentiary system. At the

conference such issues as alternative measures of punishment, effective prison management and humanization policy

were discussed.

The event was organized by the OSCE Centre in Astana in co-operation with the Interior Ministry, Penal Reform

International in Central Asia, UNHCHR/Central Asia, the Soros Foundation – Kazakhstan, and the Legal Policy

Research Centre think tank.

Some 70 government officials, judges and NGO participants discussed reform of the penal system in light of

anticipated amendments to criminal and penal legislation, and raised topical issues concerning the probation system

and public control over penitentiary facilities. The participants also reviewed the implementation of Kazakhstan’s

international anti-torture obligations as well as steps taken to establish a National Preventive Mechanism under the

Optional Protocol to the UN Convention against Torture.

International experts from Armenia, the UK and Russia shared their knowledge and experience in prison

management, the introduction of probation and alternatives to incarceration, as well as with civil control over places

of detention.

"The OSCE is ready to further support the government and civil society’s initiatives aimed at strengthening human

rights protections in the penal system," said Jeannette Kloetzer, the Acting Head of the OSCE Centre in Astana.

Yeskali Salamatov, the Deputy Chair of the Criminal Executive Committee under the Ministry of the Interior, added:

"The ongoing reform of the criminal legal system aims to improve both infrastructure and the mechanisms for the

protection of inmates’ and prison workers’ rights. All international standards and commitments will be taken into

account while formulating the Criminal Executive Committee’s future development strategy."

The event is part of the OSCE Centre’s activities to promote democratic legislative reforms, human rights and the

rule of law. The Centre assists the Government of Kazakhstan in bringing its national legislation in line with the

country’s international obligations.

OSCE Centre in Astana promotes dialogue on further reform of Kazakhs...
http://www.osce.org/astana/85285
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В Естонії 
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льного превент

ивного

механізм
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«Ми залучає

мо до перевір
ок спеці

алістів різного профілю
 – медиків

, соціал
ьних пра

цівників
,

психоло
гів тощо. Деяких

 вузьких
 фахівці

в у мален
ькій країні з

найти досить важко. Ключов
е в

нашій роботі –
 обмін інформ

ацією з поліці
єю та іншими

 служба
ми, – говорит

ь правоза
хисник. 

–

Щопонеді
лка ми маємо повну ін

формац
ію, де й кого затрим

али останні
м часом, знаємо

, де

конкрет
на людина

, можем
о її побач

ити. Ми зустріча
ємося з поліці

єю і радим
о, як їм працюв

ати,

щоб їхнє поводж
ення із затри

маними
 було менш жорстки

м».

 
Зовсім інакше вигляда

є превент
ивний механіз

м у Велик
ій Британ

ії. 18 організа
цій мають право

без попе
редженн

я відвідув
ати тюрми, психлік

арні, міс
ця, де утримую

ть арешта
нтів.

 
 «Функц

ії цих ор
ганізацій

 перетин
аються, коорди

нувати їх важко
, але в підсумк

у така систем
а

охоплює
 всі уста

нови, де людина
 може зазнати

 жорсто
кого поводж

ення», – розпові
ла

предста
вник НП

М Велико
британії

 Лора Петон.

 
Превен

тивний механіз
м не спрацю

є без чес
ної прок

уратури
 – предст

авник Ради Європи

 
Досвід різних н

аціонал
ьних пре

вентивн
их меха

нізмів, які діют
ь на Заході, 

може бути

адаптов
аний до українс

ьких реа
лій, вважає

 генерал
ьний директо

р з прав людини

Парлам
ентсько

ї асамбл
еї Ради Європи

 Маркус
 Єгер. Але, вказує

 він, на добрий
 результ

ат

можна сподіва
тися лише тоді, ко

ли змін зазнає і правоо
хоронна

 систем
а.

 
«Можна

 створит
и дійсно хороши

й націона
льний превент

ивний механіз
м. Але він не може

гарантув
ати розслід

ування виявле
них фак

тів. Це робить прокура
тура. Тому Н

ПМ буде

ефектив
ним лише за умови, що і міліція

, і проку
ратура будуть неупере

дженим
и, добре

виконув
атимуть

 свою роботу,
 і винні б

удуть покаран
і», – каже Єгер.

 
Запрова

дженню
 захисту

 від тортур в Україні
 заважа

ють?

[Українц
і вчаться

 протиді
яти катуван

ням] - [Радіо
 Свобода
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99 2 new States Parties 

(Bulgaria and 

Turkey)

99 3 NPMs designated 

(Croatia, 
Montenegro and 

Serbia)

99 1 new operational 

NPM (Serbia)

Alle Rechte vorbehalten. (c) 2012 BIZEPS-INFO, www.bizeps.or.at

Text: SPÖ · erstellt am: 22. November 2011 17:23 Uhr

Im heutigen Verfassungsausschuss wurde unter anderem die Umsetzung der

Anti-Folter-Konvention OPCAT beschlossen. Damit wird die Volksanwaltschaft zur

zentralen Anlaufstelle und Prüferin in Menschenrechtsfragen."Das ist die größte Veränderung der Volksanwaltschaft, seit es diese
Institution gibt. Damit wird die Volksanwaltschaft kompetente
Anlaufstelle für Missbrauchsopfer und Beratungsorgan", so
SPÖ-Verfassungssprecher Peter Wittmann.In Zukunft besteht nun die Möglichkeit an Orten der

Freiheitsentziehung, aber auch in Pflege-, Alters-,
Behindertenheimen sowie Einrichtungen der Jugendwohlfahrt
unangemeldet Kontrollbesuche durchzuführen.Pro Jahr sollen sieben bis acht Kommissionsbesuche durchgeführt werden - in immerhin 4.000

Einrichtungen österreichweit. Wittmann begrüßt die Ansiedlung der menschenrechtlichen

Prüfkompetenzen im Bereich der Volksanwaltschaft."Die Volksanwaltschaft hat jahrelange Erfahrung im Bereich der Kontrolle von öffentlichen

Einrichtungen und gilt als kompetenter und engagierter Partner für die Bürgerinnen und Bürger

in unserem Land", so der SPÖ-Volksanwaltschaftssprecher Hannes Fazekas.

Wittmann: Volksanwaltschaft wird zentrale Anlaufstelle in Menschenrec...
http://www.bizeps.or.at/news.php?nr=12786
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Prevention 
in the media

In April the APT was invited by the OSCE Mission 
to Montenegro to help re-orientate the activities 
of what is likely to become the future NPM in 
the country, the Protector of Freedoms and 
Human Rights (Ombudsperson). In August 2011 
amendments were made to the Law on the 
Protector of Human Rights and Freedoms which 
designated this institution domestically as the 
NPM.

Later in the year APT participated in two separate 
activities in the Serbian capital, Belgrade, aimed 
at strengthening the activities of the Protector of 
Citizens (Ombudsperson), formally designated as 
the Serbian NPM in late July. In mid-October the 
OSCE Mission to Serbia invited the APT for a one-
day exchange with the staff of the institution as 
well as the Ombudsperson’s Office of Vojvodina 
to discuss various key NPM related issues 
deemed important for the future functioning of 
the mechanism.

The APT returned to Serbia in November on the 
invitation of the Ministry of Human and Minority 
Rights for a high-level conference designed to put 
in place the necessary conditions for the effective 
functioning of the NPM. This event was attended 
by an array of national and international actors, 
including from the SPT and other NPMs. The APT’s 
former President, Marco Mona, represented the 
APT.

Engagement with the European Union

Throughout the year the APT strengthened 
its engagement with the EU with a view to 
preventing torture and ill-treatment both within 
and outside its borders. The APT became a 
member of the Human Rights and Democracy 
Network (HRDN) NGO coalition and undertook 
various initiatives with fellow HRDN members, 
for example contributing to the revision of the EU 
Guidelines on Torture. The APT also submitted its 
own response to a consultation on an EU Green 
Paper on detention.

Furthermore, the APT has been involved in HRDN 
initiatives related to the ongoing revision of the 
EU human rights policy and has made appeals 
for more coherence in internal and external EU 
action related to torture prevention. The APT 
aims to further enhance its approach to working 
with the EU by implementing an EU strategy 
during 2012 and beyond.



“If, one day, a people desire to live, then 
fate will answer their call. And their 

night will then begin to fade, and their chains 
break and fall.”
“To The Tyrants of the World” by Tunisian poet Abu 

al-Qasim al-Shabi (1909 - 1934)

An APT film by Carol Mansour

presents

"No one knows about us"

99 1 new OPCAT 

ratification 
(Tunisia)

99 1 new signature 

(Mauritania)
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Who would have thought, back in 2010, that 
Tunisia would become the first state in the North 
African region to ratify OPCAT? The year 2011 
demonstrated how the sheer human desire for 
dignity can bring down heads of repressive and 
corrupt States. “Stop torture” was one of the key 
demands of the popular movements across the 
region and APT’s call for enhanced commitment 
to torture prevention continued to be a priority 
throughout the year.

Increase commitment to the OPCAT

The APT continued with its efforts 
to increase commitment to the 
OPCAT in the region while trying 
to adapt to new opportunities 
and threats to human rights. The 
OPCAT movement obtained some 
headway: in addition to Tunisia’s 
ratification, Morocco completed 
the internal process of preparing 
for ratification, Mauritania signed 
the instrument and a bill to establish a National 
Preventive Mechanism (NPM) was introduced in 
the Lebanese parliament.

The APT was involved in different ways in these 
processes. The Tunisian ratification came as a 
very positive surprise and might have encouraged 
others in the region to accelerate efforts. The 
APT followed up with raising awareness about 
the obligations and the potential of the OPCAT. In 
Morocco, the APT has been working for several 
years to prepare the ground for OPCAT ratification, 
jointly with the National Human Rights Council, 

governmental partners and NGOs. With reform 
processes accelerating in the context of the 
“Arab spring” in the country, the law on OPCAT 
ratification was passed in September. The decision 
coincided with a high level conference entitled “An 
African continent united against torture”, organised 
in Rabat by the National Human Rights Council of 
Morocco and the APT.

In Lebanon, an innovative draft bill to establish 
an NPM as an autonomous committee of a 
new National Human Rights Institution was 

introduced in parliament in October. 
The draft is the result of an intense 
consultative process in which the APT 
was involved, most recently during a 
mission to Beirut in September.

As in Morocco, the National Human 
Rights Council (NHRC) of Mauritania 
played a key role in respect to the sig-
nature of the OPCAT by the authori-
ties. In April, the APT and the NHRC 

organised a workshop on torture prevention and 
detention monitoring in Nouakchott, in collabo-
ration with 
national and 
international 
partners. Sub-
s e q u e n t l y , 
M a u r i t a n i a 
signed the 
OPCAT in Sep-
tember.

Not all OPCAT 

lobby efforts have been met so quickly by 
success. The APT has repeatedly called upon 
the Egyptian authorities to ratify the OPCAT but 
has still not seen any commitment for real anti-
torture reforms. The APT also called upon the 
Kingdom of Bahrain to strengthen safeguards 
against torture and ratify the OPCAT, in a public 
submission to the Inquiry Commission and 
through an intense lobby effort, but it remains to 
be seen if Bahrain is willing to open its detention 
places to human rights experts.

Improving implementation of the UNCAT

Throughout the MENA region, much needs 
to be done to strengthen safeguards against 

Middle East and North Africa Programme
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Droits de l’Homme : Un continent uni contre la torture

A l’initiative de leur réseau et du CNDH, les institutions africaines des droits de l’Homme sont en conclave les 7 et 8

septembre à Rabat afin de lancer un projet triennal commun visant à renforcer la lutte contre la torture sur le

continent. La  Conférence  de  haut  niveau  sur  le  rôle  des

institutions  nationales  africaines  des  droits  de

l’Homme en matière de prévention de la torture en

Afrique,  dont  les  travaux  ont  débuté  mercredi  à

Rabat,  ne  pouvait  connaître  meilleurs  auspices  que

l’annonce  par  Driss  Yazami,  président  du  Conseil

national  des  droits  de  l’Homme  (CNDH),  de

l’approbation de l’OP-CAT, le protocole facultatif à la

Convention de Genève, par le gouvernement en mai

dernier. Les  étrangers  participant  à  la  conférence  y

ont vu un gage de réussite d’autant plus patent que le

président du CNDH – organisme co-organisateur de la

manifestation avec les CNDH du reste du continent-

qui a également annoncé la création prochaine d’un

mécanisme national de la prévention de la torture. Un

mécanisme qui aura pour mission de faire un rapport

annuel de la situation marocaine au sous-comité des

Nations Unies pour la prévention de la torture. Si elle a

réjoui les participants à la conférence, cette déclaration en a également marqué les travaux de cet événement qui

s’étaleront  sur deux jours  de débats  techniques, selon les  organisateurs. En outre, la  réunion a  annoncé des

séances de travail plus techniques entre les équipes. Chose qui a été réitérée par les intervenants à la séance

d’ouverture à laquelle étaient présents le ministre de la communication, porte-parole du gouvernement, Khalid

Naciri,  et  le  Médiateur Abdelaziz  Benzakour,  ainsi que  de  nombreuses  autres  personnalités.  Les  objectifs  de

l’entreprise sont en effet plus déterminants car il ne s’agit rien de moins que de sensibiliser sur les Robben Island

(RIG) et l’OPCAT, deux outils  majeurs en matière de prévention contre la torture, de favoriser le partage des

expériences entre pays africains et de promouvoir la ratification des conventions interdisant les atteintes à la dignité

et les traitements dégradants. Deux textes sont essentiels à la réalisation de ces objectifs visant l’ancrage de la

culture des droits de l’Homme et l’éradication de la torture en Afrique, continent qui a souffert le plus de la pratique

de la  torture. Selon Mahjoub El Haiba, délégué  interministériel aux  droits  de  l’Homme, aucun pays  en aucun

continent n’en a été exempt à un moment ou à un autre de son histoire. En premier élément, le Protocole facultatif

à la Convention des Nations Unies contre la torture a créé un système de prévention de la torture et des mauvais

traitements qui oblige les pays qui y ont adhéré à créer des mécanismes nationaux de visite régulière des lieux de

privation de liberté. Chose que M. Al Haiba exprimera en indiquant que le droit et la justice ne s’arrêtent pas aux

portes de la prison. Le 2ème élément majeur du dispositif porte sur les lignes directrices de Robben Island (RIG),

lesquelles «sont des mesures d’interdiction et de prévention de la torture, des traitements cruels inhumains et

dégradants  en  Afrique».  Elles  vont  de  la  ratification  et  de  la  mise  en  œuvre  des  normes  internationales  à

l’harmonisation des textes nationaux avec les instruments internationaux, telles que la pénalisation de la torture

dans le droit interne ou la surveillance systématique de tous les lieux de privation de liberté. Chose qui, selon la

conférence de Rabat, constitue «une avancée majeure en termes de protection et de promotion des droits de

l’Homme en Afrique» et justifie pleinement la convention de partenariat entre le réseau des institutions africaines et

l’Association pour la prévention de la torture pour un projet triennal de prévention de la torture (2011-2013).

DNCR à Rabat Ahmed salaheddine
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2011 نوفمبر 18الجمعة, 
شكل التعذيب جزءاً أساسياً من النظام السياسي العربي القديم. واعتبُر وسيلة لانتزاع الاعتجنيف - فيكين شيتيريان

رافات بالقوة من الناشطين السياسيين المنشقين.
وكما كان الفساد بمثابة الإسمنت الذي يعزّز لحمة الطبقة الحاكمة، شكل التعذيب وسيلة لإبقا

ء الشعب بعيداً من السياسة. ويكفي ذكر أسماء
سجون من مثل أبو سليم في ليبيا، والمزة ولاحقاً عدرا وتدمر في سورية، وبرج الرومي في تون

س، وأبو زعبل في مصر، أو أبو غريب في

وفيما انتقل النظام السياسي العربي من السلطوية المستنيرة إلى الديكتاتوريات الفاسدة، بظل العراق البعثي، والأميركي، لكي تقشعر أبدان شعوب بكاملھا.

اتت ممارسة التعذيب شائعة. وقال عبدالوھاب ھاني،
الناشط التونسي في مجال حقوق الإنسان إنه كان يتم اللجوء إلى التعذيب في تونس قبل بن علي

 خلال الاستجواب للحصول على اعترافات،
التعذيب مورس بصورة نظامية في البلدان العربية، وشكل جزءاً لا يتجزأ من النظام السياسي اولكن في عھده، بات منتشراً حتى في السجون، بعد انتھاء الاستجواب، كطريقة لنشر الخوف.

لقديم. فھل يغير الربيع العربي ذلك؟

تبعث الطريقة التي انطلقت فيھا شرارة الربيع العربي الأمل بأن المسائل المرتبطة بحقوق الإ

نسان، وخصوصاً مسألة التعذيب والمعاملة
المحقّرة للمواطنين، ستبقى من أھم الأولويات على الأجندة السياسية العربية الجديدة. وقد أ

حرق محمد البوعزيزي نفسه احتجاجاً على سوء
معاملة الشرطة له، وبدأت التظاھرات المصرية للاحتجاج على مقتل الشاب اللامع خالد سعيد تحت

 وطأة التعذيب في مقر للشرطة في
الإسكندرية، وفي سورية، انطلقت تظاھرات درعا بعد إقدام الأجھزة الأمنية على اعتقال تلاميذ م

درسة وإساءة معاملتھم.

«إن الربيع العربي ثورة في مجال حقوق الإنسان»، على حد تعبير خوان منديز الذي يتبوأ منذ ليل طويل

تشرين الثاني (نوفمبر) من السنة الماضية
منصب المقرّر الخاص لدى الأمم المتحدة حول موضوع التعذيب. ويعرف منديز الموضوع الذي يتنا

وله جيداً: فكونه محامياً يدافع عن
المنشقين السياسيين في موطنه الأرجنتين في ظل الديكتاتورية العسكرية، تم اعتقاله لمدة 

18
 شھراً وتعرض لسوء المعاملة، قبل أن يتم

ترحيله. ومنذ ذلك الحين، استقر في الولايات المتحدة حيث مارس القانون للدفاع عن العاملين

 المھاجرين، وعمل أستاذاً في الجامعة.

وتحدث منديز عن ليل طويل من الاضطھاد السياسي في العالم العربي، حيث يتم اللجوء إلى التع

ذيب وسيلةً لقمع المعارضة السياسية. ويرى
منديز أن الربيع العربي ثورة ضد ھذا الواقع، خرجت فيھا الشعوب إلى الشارع، مطالبة بالانف

تاح وحرية التعبير، معتبرةً أن الأنظمة القديمة

ومنذ وقت ليس ببعيد، كان الناشطون في مجال حقوق الإنسان مجموعة صغيرة ومنعزلة تسبح عكس اتتساوى مرتبةً في ظل القمع والممارسات التعذيبية.

لتيار. فميرفت رشماوي، الناشطة في
مجال حقوق الإنسان في فلسطين سألت: من منّا سمع بمجزرة سجن أبو سليم؟ وطوال عقود، تناقشت

 الجماعات العربية المعنية بحقوق
الإنسان حول الموقف الواجب اعتماده إزاء السياسة، والآن، استنتجت رشماوي أن الناشطين في م

جال حقوق الإنسان في اليمن وسورية
وأماكن أخرى أصبحوا جزءاً من الثورة. وثبت أن النظام السياسي العربي القديم محصن ضدّ الإ

صلاح.

وھل تشھد الممارسات التعذيبية تغيّراً منذ مطلع الربيع العربي؟ زار خوان منديز، في سياق

 مھمة استكشاف، دولة تونس بين 
 أيار22 و15

(مايو)، وتنبهّ للخطوات الإيجابية، ولكنه لاحظ أيضاً الأخطار. قال إن الحكومة المنبثقة من 

الثورة التونسية وضعت حداً فاصلاً وواضحاً مع
الماضي، معلنة عن نھاية الممارسات التعذيبية. ومع ذلك، لاحظ خلال المھمة بعض الممارسات ال

مثيرة للقلق. وقال إنه ما بين كانون الثاني
(يناير) وأيار (مايو)، حصلت احتجاجات متعددة، لجأت فيھا الشرطة إلى القوة على نطاق واسع

.

وقال إنّ مجموعته جمعت معلومات عن الناس الذين تم تعنيفھم على أيدي رجال الشرطة بعد احت

جازھم. وأضاف أنّ الأمر غير كافٍ
للإعلان عن وضع حدّ للتعذيب، لكن من الضروري إجراء تحقيق في كل حالة لإيقاف ھذا النوع من ا

لممارسات.

التعذيب بين نظام قديم وآخر يخلفه: مؤشرات الثورات العربية غير مطمئنة
http://international.daralhayat.com/print/329772
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Home > Torture and the Arab system, old and new

Vicken Cheterian, 23rd November 2011
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[10] human rights [11] Violent transitions [12] Arab Awakening [13] Vicken Cheterian [14]

The Arab awakening of 2011 raises hope of an end to the torture and other human-rights

violations that have long been endemic in Arab states. But it will be a tough legacy to

overcome, says Vicken Cheterian.

About the author

Vicken Cheterian is a journalist and political analyst who works for the non-profit governance

organisation CIMERA, based in Geneva. He is the author of War and Peace in the Caucasus:

Russia’s Troubled Frontier (C Hurst, 2009; Columbia University Press [15], 2009), and From

Perestroika to Rainbow Revolutions: Reform and Revolution After Socialism [15] (C Hurst,

2011)

Torture was at the heart of the old Arab political system. It was more than a means to extort

confessions out of dissident political activists; it was a means to keep the population away

from politics (rather as, in the other direction, corruption was the glue holding together the

ruling caste). Even the names of incarceration centres - Abu Salim in Libya, Mezze and later

Adra or Tadmor in Syria, Burj el-Rumi in Tunisia, Abu Zaabal in Egypt, or Abu Ghraib under

Ba'athist Iraq (and United States occupation) - still make millions of people inwardly shiver.

The practice of torture became more widespread as the Arab political system moved in the

1980s and 1990s from relatively enlighted authoritarianism to straightforwardly corrupt

dictatorship. "In Tunisia before [Zine El Abidine] Ben Ali torture was practised during

interrogation to get confessions, but under him it became widespread even in prisons, after

finishing interrogation, as a way to spread fear", the Tunisian human-rights activist

Abdlewahab Hani tells me.

Now, in the wake of the Arab spring, the question of whether torture will cease to be an

integral part of the way Arab regimes operate is an acute one. The way the process was

triggered does give hope that human-rights issues - and especially torture and degrading

treatment of citizens - will remain high on the new Arab political agenda.

Mohammad Bouazizi's self-immolation in the Tunisian town of Sidi Bouzid in December 2010

in protest against police harassment sparked the avalanche; demonstrations against the

death by torture of the bright young Khaled Said in a police station in Alexandria, Egypt,

continued it; gatherings in Deraa, Syria, were provoked by the security services' arrest and

beating of schoolchildren.

The legacy

"The Arab spring is a human-rights revolution", says Juan Mendez, the United Nations

Torture and the Arab system, old and new
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[headlines] Bahrain: Government urged to

prevent torture
2011-08-26 13:27:46
Geneva, 25 August 2011. The Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) calls upon

the Government of Bahrain to urgently take measures to prevent torture and

ill-treatment. If the Government of Bahrain has a political will to improve human rights

protection for detainees, it should publicly demonstrate this by ratifying the UN torture

prevention treaty before the end of 2011.Ensuring non-repetition of violations in the future constitutes a form of reparation for

victims and contributes to reconciliation, the APT writes in a public submission to the

Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry submitted yesterday. The Geneva-based

human rights organization therefore calls upon Bahrain to install mechanisms for the

prevention of torture and ill-treatment, as part of a process of establishing truth and

rendering justice for human rights violations that have taken place since February 2011

in Bahrain.

Bahrain should sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention against

Torture (OPCAT) before the end of 2011 and create its implementation mechanisms

without delay, the organization recommends. This treaty prevents torture in its State’s

Parties through creating a system of regular visits by independent experts to all places

of deprivation of liberty.
The APT further urges Bahrain to improve safeguards against torture in national law

and practice. "Provisions should be taken immediately to abolish the use of

incommunicado detention. All persons deprived of liberty need to be given the

opportunity to meet an independent lawyer from the outset of their detention", the

submission highlights.
The submission to the Bahrain Independent Inquiry Commission "Installation of

mechanisms for the prevention of torture and ill-treatment" is available on APT’s

website.

For more information, please contact Esther Schaufelberger, Programme Officer for the

Middle East and North Africa at the APT, Tel. 0041 22 919 21 74.
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L'APT félicite  la Tunisie  pour l'ouverture  des prisons et  des postes de  police  aux
contrôleurs indépendants

TUNIS (TAP) - L'Association pour la prévention
de  la  torture  (APT)  félicite  les  autorités
tunisiennes de leur décision "d'ouvrir les prisons,
les postes de police et autres lieux de détention
en  Tunisie,  afin  de  s'assurer  du  traitement  des
détenus et des conditions de leur détention".
Dans un communiqué rendu public, récemment,
l'APT  dont  le  siège  est  à  Genève,  incite  "les
autorités  tunisiennes  à  créer  au  plus  tôt  un
mécanisme  de  contrôle  indépendant  en
consultation avec la société civile et les acteurs
pertinents". Elle relève, à ce sujet, que le fléau de

la torture ne disparaît pas automatiquement avec un changement de régime et que "les vieilles habitudes des
agents de police ne sont pas faciles à éradiquer".
Le protocole facultatif à la convention contre la torture et autres peines ou traitements cruels, inhumains ou
dégradants a été ratifié par la Tunisie le 29 juin. Il entre en vigueur 30 jours après la date de sa ratification.
Ce protocole vise à prévenir la torture et autres formes de mauvais traitements en instituant un système de
visites régulières des lieux de détention, effectuées par des organismes indépendants aux niveaux national et
international.
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Prevention 
in the mediatorture and to adopt legislation that ensures that 

perpetrators of torture are brought to justice. 
Likewise, there is ample room for improving the 
cooperation between States and the Committee 
against Torture, in particular for countries like 
Lebanon and Mauritania whose initial reports 
are long overdue. APT’s lobby efforts for the 
ratification of the OPCAT therefore go hand 
in hand with support to partners aimed at 
improving the implementation of the Convention 
against Torture. The APT has, for example, 
provided advice to key stakeholders in Lebanon 
on amending legislation to criminalise torture. 
The APT has also provided training on safeguards 
against torture in Mauritania.

APT has also contributed to the debate on 
transitional justice in the region, focusing on 
how to ensure non-repetition of torture. The APT 
presented its paper on “Eight building blocks for a 
torture free future” in Cairo in December 2011 and 
will work further on this in 2012.

Sharing best practices on torture prevention

To promote the OPCAT the APT translated existing 

material into Arabic 
and collaborated 
with Lebanese film 
maker Carol Man-
sour to produce a 
short film in Ara-
bic, “No one knows 
about us”. Other ac-
tivities were more 
traditionally orient-
ed towards build-
ing capacities and 
knowledge of key 
allies, in particular 
National Human Rights Institutions and NGOs. The 
APT also participated in a high level dialogue be-
tween European and Arab National Human Rights 
Institutions on how to eradicate torture.

As in other regions, the APT cooperated with 
the International Coalition against the Detention 
of Migrants and provided capacity building on 
detention monitoring to civil society activists 
from the region during their first regional 
gathering in Beirut.
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Financial situation in 2011
Main highlights of APT’s 2011 exercise:1

•	 The Global Forum on the OPCAT had an 
important impact on the results, with an 
earmarked budget of 500’000 CHF, which was 
partially covered with specific contributions.

•	 The funding of the Jean-Jacques Gautier 
Centre for the prevention of torture, APT’s 
future working premises, was separated 
from APT’s regular operations. Funding was 
mostly provided by private donations and 
philanthropic institutions such as Artists 
against torture. Specific accounts were 
dedicated to the building works, and these 
appear under the balance sheet.

•	 In August 2011, the Euro hit its lowest rate 
against the Swiss Franc, with one CHF at 
almost one EUR. This had once again a very 
detrimental impact on APT’s funding, which 
receives an important share of its income in 
EUR, and makes most payments in CHF. The 
stabilisation of the exchange rate over the 
following months was welcome. Nonetheless, 
the APT took a major step to diversify sources 
of income and focus on Swiss based donors by 
creating a new position within the Secretariat 
to focus on fundraising in Switzerland. The 
position was filled in November 2011.

1 The full version of APT’s financial accounts can be 
downloaded on the APT webpage www.apt.ch

APT’s 2011 
accounts are 
p r e s e n t e d 
for the first 
time in 
accordance 

with part of the Swiss GAAP RPC norms,1 
which provide for better transparency and 
accountability. The RPC norms are not obligatory 

1 Règles de présentation comptables, see: http://www.
fer.ch/fr/inhalt/accueil/accueil/actualites.html for more 
information

in Switzerland. Nonetheless, they are used by 
a growing number of Swiss based local and 
international organisations. Therefore, the APT 
decided to start implementing these norms in 
the presentation of its accounts so as to increase 
clarity and accountability towards its donor base. 
This new presentation is also expected to set 
the ground for a future APT affiliation to quality 
certifications.



21ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE

Operating accounts 2011* Balance Sheet*
Income 2011 CHF Expenditure 2011 CHF

1 Foreign Governments 1 Operations

Australia 74,464 Advocacy & capacity 
strengthening 160,282

Belgium 125,600 Travel costs 166,160

Denmark 170,312 Accomodation costs 37,493

Spain 7,352 Staff moving costs 9,565

Liechtenstein 200,000 Recruitment & training 19,726

Norway 79,487 Salaries operations 999,859

The Netherlands 189,938 Social charges operations 331,015

United Kingdom 229,07 1,724,101

Sweden - Sida 317,685 2 Communication & Publications
1,393,906 Publication costs 93,135

2 Swiss Government Salaries communication 
& publications 249,495

Confédération 
DFAE - Division 4 250,000 Social charges communi-

cation & publications 45,739

Canton de Genève 148,999 388,369

398,999

3 Grants from Foundations 3 Administration
Sigrid Rausing Trust 230,937

US anonymous 224,919 Secretariat costs 66,251
Open Society 
Institute 7,375 IT: hard-, software & 

database 21,830

463,231 Office rent 128,706

4 Inter-governmental 
Organisations Audit & legal fees 36,290

European 
Commission 319,249 Bank fees & interest 3,477

Council of Europe 4,313 Depreciation 9,711

OSCE 484 Exchange rate difference -524

324,046 Architect fees Centre JJG 0.00

5 Private donors Salaries administration 141,913
Members’ 
subscriptions 7,000 Social charges admin 24,293

Gifts 5,080 431,946

12,080

6 Other income 4 Policy & strategy
Sale of publications 254

Interest 1,722 Meetings & receptions 5,891

Other income 3,901 Board, Bureau, GA 23,647

Fees 12,620 OPCAT Global Forum 412,776
Indemnity of 
insurance 26,613 442,314

Subventions OPCAT 
Global Forum 2011 324,500

369,610

Total Income 2,961,872 Total Expenditure 2,986,730

31/12/2011 31/12/2011

Assets CHF Liabilities & 
Wealth CHF

Current assets Liabilities

Cash and banks accounts Short term liabilities

Bank & cash at 
disposal 483,330 Income received in 

advance 324,182

Cash Fonds Pro 
Victimis 100,032 Liabilities Centre 

Jean-Jacques Gautier 93,501

Cash Centre Jean-
Jacques Gautier 524,018 Other liabilites 64,403

Receivable income 194,175 482,087

Other current 
assets 4,488 Long term liabilities

Accruals 20,331 Fondation Pro Victimis 200,000

Total current 
assets 1,326,374 Total liabilities 682,087

Fixed assests Wealth

Immobilisations 
materielles

Centre Jean-Jacques 
Gautier 1,081,639 Reserve for IT 60,000

Office material 2,016 Reserve for move 30,000

Installation 6,802 Fonds réserve Centre 
Jean-Jacques Gautier 1,684,217

IT hard & software 4,925 Loss at result -34,549

Total fixed assets 1,095,382 Total Wealth 1,739,668

Total Assets 2,421,755 Total Liabilities 
& Wealth 2,421,755

* as in annual audited accounts

Thanks
The APT is grateful to the following donors for 
their support in 2011:

Governments

Australia
Belgium
Denmark
Canton de Genève
Ville de Genève
Liechtenstein
Ville de Meyrin
The Netherlands
Norway
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom

International Organisations, Foundations 
and other Institutions

Council of Europe
Europaid (EIDHR)
Open Society Institute
Organisation internationale de la Francophonie
Pro-Victimis Foundation
Sigrid Rausing Trust

Individuals

Members of the APT and faithful private 
donors.

Note: The APT is independent of its financial 
supporters in all matters of policy and strategy.
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Secretary General / Secrétaire général
Mark C.A. Thomson, UK

Chief of Operations / Cheffe des Opérations
Barbara Bernath, France / Switzerland

Programmes:

OPCAT
Audrey Olivier, France

OPCAT Forum
Stéphanie Bürgenmeier, Switzerland
Mireille Gheryani, Switzerland / France
Emilie Linder, Switzerland

UN and Legal / ONU et affaires juridiques
Marcellene Hearn, USA (from September)
Sébastien Ramu, Switzerland (until July)
Matthew Sands, UK (from June)

Detention Monitoring / Surveillance des lieux 
de détention
Jean-Sébastien Blanc, Switzerland
Tanya Norton, UK / France

Africa / Afrique
Jean-Baptiste Niyizurugero, Rwanda / France
Ilaria Paolazzi, Italy

Americas / Amériques
Claudia Gerez Czitrom, Mexico / Spain
Isabelle Heyer, Switzerland (from July)

Asia-Pacific / Asie-Pacifique
Jem Stevens, UK / Japan (until April)

Europe & Central Asia / Europe & Asie Centrale
Matthew Pringle, UK

Middle East & North Africa / Moyen Orient & 
Afrique du Nord
Esther Schaufelberger, Switzerland

Regional Office for Latin America /9
Bureau régional pour l’Amérique Latine
Claudia Cesaroni, Argentina (until March)
Sylvia Diniz Dias, Brazil (from February)
Hugo Lorenzo, Uruguay / Spain (until February)
Maria-José Urgel, Spain (from August)
Elena Villalba, Panama (until November)

Outreach / Communication
Muriel Eckstein, Switzerland (January-April)
Anja Härtwig, Germany / Poland
Adrian Moore, Ireland

APT staff / personnel 2011



APT Board and staff at the April Board meeting / Conseil 
et personnel de l’APT lors de la réunion d’avril, front row 

from left to right / devant de gauche à droite: Esther 
Schaufelberger, Claudia Gerez, Jehaan Mahmood, Martine 

Brunschwig Graf, Audrey Olivier, Suzanne Soukoudé, 
Mervat Rishmawi, Mark Thomson 

back row from left to right / derrière de gauche à droite: 
Jem Stevens, Sylvie Pittet, Adrian Moore, Sylvia Dias, Tanya 

Norton, Jean-Sébastien Blanc, Catherine Felder, Vincent 
Ploton, Jacques Lederrey, Erika Schläppi, Sébastien Ramu, 

Renaud Gautier, Barbara Bernath, Susan McCrory

* elected / élue 2011
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Vincent Ploton, France
Anna Rottenecker, Germany (from November)

Administration
Catherine Felder, Switzerland
Sylvie Pittet, Switzerland

Country Delegate / déléguée nationale
Amanda Dissel, South Africa

Consultants
Richard Carver, UK
Rosita Ericsson, Sweden
José de Jesus Filho, Brazil
Tanya Kolker, Brazil
Nicolas Rougy, France
Jem Stevens, UK / Japan
Walter Suntinger, Austria

Special thanks to the many volunteers who 
contributed to making the OPCAT Global Forum 
a success! / Un grand Merci à tous les volontaires 
qui ont contribué au succès du Forum mondial sur 
l’OPCAT !

Elus pour 3 ans par l’Assemblée générale
Elected for 3 years by the General Assembly

President / Présidente
Ms Martine Brunschwig Graf, Switzerland

Vice-President and Treasurer / Vice-
président et Trésorier
Mr Renaud Gautier, Switzerland

Board Members / Membres du Conseil
Mr Daniel Dufour, Switzerland
Mr Krassimir Kanev, Bulgaria
Mr Jacques Lederrey, Switzerland
Ms Ottavia Maurice, Switzerland / Italy
Ms Susan McCrory, UK
Ms Jehaan Mahmood, Maldives*
Mr Christian Nils-Robert, Switzerland
Mr Manfred Nowak, Austria
Ms Julienne Ondziel-Gnelenga, Republic of Congo
Ms Monica Pinto, Argentina

Ms Mervat Rishmavi, Palestine*
Ms Paz Rojas, Chile
Ms Erika Schläppi, Switzerland
Ms Susanne Soukoudé, Togo*
Mr Walter Suntinger, Austria

Honorary Members / Membres honoraires
Ms Catherine Gautier, Switzerland
Mr Marco Mona, Switzerland

Advisory Council / Conseil consultatif
Ms Maggie Beirne, Ireland / UK
Ms Silvia Casale, UK
Mr Malcolm Evans, UK
Ms Hannah Forster, Gambia
Mr Nejib Hosni, Tunisia
Mr Marco Mona, Switzerland
Mr Bacre Waly N’Diaye, Senegal
Ms Maggie Nicholson, UK
Mr Jean-Pierre Restellini, Switzerland
Mr Erik Prokosch, USA

Board & Advisory Council / Conseil & Conseil consultatif


